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TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS 
OF  THE  COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  BIRKENHEAD. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Mr.  N.  Clayton,  Veterinary  Surgeon,  retired  from  the 
service  of  the  Corporation  after  29  years  as  Veterinary  Officer. 
During  his  years  of  service  the  demands  on  the  service  of  a 
Veterinary  Officer  have  changed  considerably.  No  appointment  of 
Veterinary  Officer  -was  made,  and  Mr.T.K.  Ward  was  appointed  Chief 
Meat  Inspector. 


Reference  will  be  made  in  the  report  to  the  staffing  of 
the  Public  Health  Inspection  Department.  I am  indebted  to  all 
my  fellow  officials  and  their  staffs  for  their  very  willing  support 
during  the  year. 


The  staff  of  the  Health  Department  has  worked  loyally, 
as  usual,  and  I readily  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to 
express  my  thanks  to  all  the  staff  for  their  help. 


Finally,  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 
have  contributed  to  the  smooth  running  of  the  Department  by  their 
encouragement  and  support,  for  which  I am  very  grateful. 


I am. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


J.V.  LOBBAN, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 

POPULATION 

Registrar  General *s  estimated  population 

mid  year  1964  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  143^470 

Census  Population  1961  ..  ..  ..  ..  141,683 


BIRTHS 

Males  Females  Totals 

Live  Births  Legitimate  1407  1353  2760 

Illegitimate  115  78  193  2,953 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  . ..  20.6 

Comparability  factor  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  0.99 

Birth  Rate  as  adjusted  by  factor  ..  ..  ..  20.4 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  7.4 


Males  Females  Totals 

Still  Births  Legitimate  31  28  59 

Illegitimate  32  5 

Total  live  and  still  births 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1,000  total  births  (live  & still) 
DEATHS 

Number  of  deaths:  Males  793) 

Females  786) 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population 
Comparability  factor 
Death  rate  as  adjusted  by  factor 
INFANT  MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  all  infants  under  one  year 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total  live  births 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  under  one  year 

Rate  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under  one  year 

Rate  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births 


64 
3,017 
21  .2 

1,579 

11.0 

1.14 

12.5 

61 

20.6 
58 

21  .0 
3 

15.5 


NEONATAL  MORTALITY 
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Deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  ..  ..  ..  42 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births  ..  ..  ..  ..  14.2 

EARLY  NEONATAL  MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  week  . . . . . . 36 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births  ..  ..  ..  , ,,  12.1 

POST  NEONATAL  MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  infants  over  four  weeks  and  under  one  year  19 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births  ..  .,  ..  ..  6.4 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY 

Still  births  and  deaths  of  infants  under  one  week  100 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births  (live  and  still)  ..  33.1 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

Maternal  deaths  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  2 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births  ..  ..  ..  ..  0.66 


EXCESS  OF  BIRTHS  OVER  DEATHS  I374 

GENERAL 

Area  of  Borough  (in  acres)  ..  ..  ..  ..  8,643 

Number  of  persons  per  acre  ..  ..  .,  16.6 

Number  of  houses  in  Borough  ..  ..  ..  ..  42,433 

General  rate  1964/65  ..  ..  ..  ..  8/5d. 

Estimated  product  of  a penny  rate  ..  ..  ..  £18,730 

DEATHS 


1,579  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  (793  males  and  786 
females).  This  represents  a death  rate  of  12.5  per  1,000  population 
The  comparable  death  rate  for  England  and  Vales  is  11.3  per 
1,000  population.  Recent  annual  figures  are  as  follows 


Borough  England  & Vales 


1953 

1 1.8 

11  .4 

1954 

12.7 

11  .3 

1955 

13.3 

11.7 

1956 

12.8 

11  .7 

1957 

12.7 

11.5 

1958 

13.3 

11  .7 

1959 

12.9 

1 1 .6 

1960 

12.9 

11.5 

1961 

14.0 

12.0 

1962 

13.5 

11.9 

1963 

13.8 

12.2 

1964 

12.5 

11  .3 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 


A welcome  reduction  in  the 
was  noted.  61  children  under  1 
with  90  in  1963. 


number  of  infant  deaths  under  1 
year  died  in  1964,  as  compared 


year 


The  infant  mortality  rate  for  1964  is  accordingly  20.6  per 

1.000  live  births,  which  compares  favourably  with  the  figure  of 

20.0  for  England  and  Vales. 

The  causes  of  death  were  as  follows 


Pneumonia 

• • 

8 

Gastritis 

• • 

• « 

• • 

2 

Congenital  Malformations 

• • 

« • 

• • 

10 

Other  defined  diseases 

• • 

• • 

• • 

30 

Accidents 

• • 

• • 

1 1 

61 


! Once  again,  the  greater  proportion  of  the  infant  deaths  under 

year  occurred  within  1 week  of  birth  (36  of  the  total  of  61 ) and 
42  occurred  within  4 weeks  of  birth. 

The  regular  case  conferences  every  month  at  St.  Catherine’s 
Hospital,  when  all  still  births  and  neonatal  deaths  in  the 
Hospital  are  fully  discussed,  have  continued. 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  his  Deputy  have  attended 
these  case  conferences,  which  are  most  helpful. 


Deaths  due  to  Tuberculosis 


Rates  per 
1000  population 


England  & 
Vales 


0.047 
0.006 

Deaths  due  to  Cancer  of  the  Lung 


Respiratory  4 0.02 

Non-respiratory  0 0.00 


: The  number  of  deaths  was  101  compared  with  104  in  1963.  The 

barked  disproportion  between  males  and  females  has  continued  - 
j92  males  and  9 females  have  died  from  this  condition. 

j Recent  figures  are  as  follows  :~ 

! Males  Females  Total 


1954 

57 

5 

62 

1955 

65 

17 

82 

1956 

48 

8 

56 

1957 

53 

7 

60 

1958 

79 

11 

90 

1959 

58 

17 

75 

1960 

64 

19 

83 

1961 

59 

8 

67 

1962 

68 

8 

76 

1963 

89 

15 

104 

1964 

92 

9 

1 01 
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The  local  figures  represent  0.70  per  1000  population  compared 
with  the  National  figure  of  0.535. 

Cancer  of  Other  Sites 

218  deaths  occurred  as  a result  of  cancer  of  other  sites, 
representing  1.5  per  1,000  population  compared  with  the  National 
figure  of  1 .674. 

Heart  Disease 

Heart  disease  accounted  for  506  deaths,  representing  32^  of 
total  deaths.  Fewer  males  died  as  a result  of  coronary  disease 
than  in  1963,  but  88  of  the  191  deaths  occurred  under  the  age  of 
65  years. 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis 


Pneumonia  claimed  121  victims,  while  bronchitis  was  the 
cause  of  death  in  77  cases.  Together  these  diseases  represented 
12.5^  of  total  deaths.  101  of  the  deaths  due  to  these  diseases 
occurred  in  the  age  group  75  years  and  over. 

Infectious  Diseases 


One  death  was  due  to  measles  and  six  deaths  to  syphilitic 
disease,  otherwise  no  deaths  occurred  as  a result  of  infectious 
diseases . 

Maternal  Deaths 


There  were  two  maternal  deaths  during  the  year. 
Acc idents 


1 5 deaths  occurred  as  a result  of  motor  vehicle  accidents 
and  49  as  a result  of  other  accidents.  It  is  deplorable  that 
11  accidental  deaths  occurred  in  children  under  1 year  of  age. 

Altogether  64  deaths  were  caused  by  accident,  which  is  the 
same  figure  as  in  1963. 

Suicide 


Fifteen  cases  of  suicide  occurred  during  the  year,  compared 
with  17  in  1963. 
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SUMMARY  OF  COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS 


Birkenhead 


Birth  Rate  (per  1 ,000  population) 

20.4 

Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1 ,000  total 

live  and  still  births) 

21  .2 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  population) 

12.5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  1 ,000 

live  births) 

20.6 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (per 

1,000  live  births) 

14.2 

Deaths  from  respiratory 
tuberculosis  (per  1 ,000 
population) 

0.02 

Deaths  from  non-respiratory 
tuberculosis  (per  1 ,000 
population ) 

0.00 

Deaths  from  Cancer  of  Lung 
(per  1 ,000  population) 

0.70 

Deaths  from  Cancer  of  other 
sites  (per  1 ,000  population) 

1 .5 

England 

(5  Vales 

18.4 

16.3 

11.3 

20.0 

13.8 

0.047 

0.006 

0.535 

1 .674 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  1964 
(as  compiled  by  the  Registrar-General) 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Confirmed  cases  of  dysentery  show  an  increase  of  81  compared 
with  1963.  Constant  vigilance  and  the  teaching  of  hygienic 
practices  in  food  preparation  are  necessary  to  keep  such 
infections  within  bounds. 

Measles  showed  a welcome  drop  from  1980  in  1963  to  1427 
during  1964.  Vhooping  Cough  was  also  responsible  for  fewer  cases 
in  1964  - 172  compared  with  234  in  1963. 

Apart  from  a slight  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
scarlet  fever,  other  infectious  disease  calls  for  no  comment. 


SUSPECTED  FOOD  FOISONINO  CASES  AND  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  CASES 

ASSOCIATED  VITH  FOOD  AND/OR  DRINK 

During  the  year  193  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning  and 
dysentery  were  notified.  Investigations  involved  286  visits  i r 
patient’s  houses  by  the  Food  and  Drugs  Inspector  and  the  submission 
of  271  specimens  of  faeces  for  bacteriological  examination.  In 
only  one  case  of  suspected  food  poisoning  was  any  suspect  food 
available  for  examination  and  there  were  no  pathogenic  organisms 
in  the  remains. 

Shigella  sonnei  was  confirmed  as  the  causal  agent  in  114 
cases.  These  were  all  in  isolated  family  outbreaks.  Shigella 
flexneri  caused  4 cases,  again  in  sporadic  outbreaks. 

One  person  continues  to  be  a carrier  of  Salmonella  typhi . 

Three  sporadic  cases  of  Salmonella  Typhimurium  occurred 
during  the  year.  No  foodstuffs  could  be  implicated  and  only 
one  member  of  each  family  was  affected  on  each  occasion. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Notification 


There  were  77  new  cases  of  tuberoilosis  notified  during  1964, 
an  increase  of  8 on  the  figure  for  1963  which  could  be  accounted 
for  by  an  increase  of  8 non-r espiratory  cases. 

Mortality 

There  were  4 deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  the  year,  a 
decrease  of  10  on  the  figure  for  1963.  19  patients  died  from 

other  causes. 

Tuberculosis  Register 

The  Register  shows  a decrease  of  48  during  1964.  90  cases 

were  added  to  the  Register  and  138  were  removed  for  various 
reasons.  Of  the  latter  figure  23  died,  80  were  recovered,  34  left 
the  Borough  and  1 was  lost  sight  of.  Of  the  90  cases  added  to  the 
Register  13  were  inward  transfers  and  77  were  primary 
notifications . 


Adults 

Children 
( under  1 5 years ) 

Total 

Respiratory  - Male 

572 

49 

621 

- Female 

442 

47 

489 

Non-respiratory  - Male 

21 

37 

58 

- Female 

51 

32 

83 

Totals  - Male 

593 

86 

679 

- Female 

493 

79 

572 

Grand  Total 

1086 

165 

1 251 

1963 

1126 

173 

1299 

FORMAL  NOTIFICATIONS  DURING  YEAR 
NUMBER  OF  PRIMARY  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  NEW  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 


1 2 


-3 

< 

ITN 

1 1 1 

till 

till 

<r\ 

E-* 

^ (M 

O 

1 

ITv 

Oi  \ \ \ 

(M 

T-  1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 

h- 

1 

ITS 

^ 1 1 1 

PJ  1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 

till 

CM 

O 

1 

m 

ir^T-  1 

till 

1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 

1 

L^^ 

1 

ITS 

1 r- 

ir\ 

till 

1 1 I 1 

i 1 1 1 

1 

T-~ 

1 

Ln 

'sD  CM  CM  T- 

till 

till 

1 1 1 1 

1 

T— 

0 

t— ( 

1 

LTn 

T-  Tj-  -r-  1— 

t- 

c 

0 

1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 

1 

OJ 

1— 1 

M 

1 

O 

c^  1 1 

vO 

0 

lilt 

till 

till 

1 

rj 

hJ 

1 

ir\ 

I Cn  1 H- 

'd- 

S' 

till 

1 1 1 1 

till 

1 

Pi 

0 

P. 

fill 

1 

H 

till 

till 

till 

1 

PQ 

1 

S 

1 

LTN 

^11^ 

00 

H 

till 

till 

1 1 1 1 

1 

1 

Pi 

Ovl 

1^11 

T— 

P3 

till 

III! 

till 

1 

ffi 

E-i 

1 

0 

1 <M  1 1 

CM 

CO 

w 

till 

till 

till 

1 

1 

CO 

o 

fill 

1 

< 

1 1 1 1 

till 

1 1 1 1 

1 

0 

in 

W 

U 

d 

• • • • 

• 

P 

• • • • 

• 

-P 

• • • • 

X— V • • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

« 

d 

• • • • 

d • • • • 

• • • • 

•H 

• • • • 

1 ^ • • • • 

• • • • 

• 

cjd 

-P 

• 

CD 

d d 

P d d d 

d d 

• 

• • • • 

• 

Pi 

CD  P 

d P P P 

p P 

• • • 

• 

d r— 1 d r— 1 

p Ti  d rH  d rH 

d ft  d ft 

• W • CO 

• 

1— 1 

p d P d 

-p  p d P d 

p d P d 

0)  0) 

d 

r— 1 E 1— 1 E 

d P fH  E rP  E 

d 

ft  B ft  E 

• 

to  ^ CO  i-H 

CD 

d P d P 

•H  t— 1 d P d P 

d 

d P d P 

• 

Q 

0;  cJ  q;  aj 

0 

S Ph  S PP 

CJ0X5  S pp  S Pp 

0 

S ft  S PP 

• 

O 

1— I E t— 1 E 

• 

p d 

•H 

HI 

cd  a>  d CD 

• 

till 

Pi  p 1 1 1 1 

ft 

till 

pi 

2:  ^ Ph 

• 

E 

p 

d 

0 

Eft  >5 

0 

lilt 

P 

P 

0 d P 

•H 

P 

Cm 

0 

P C5  0 

ft 

0 

ft 

-P 

ft  d ft 

ft 

ft 

0 

O 

5-1 

d 

>>  ai 

P >5  d 

ft 

d 

ft 

< 

0 

< 

P 

P P 

d ft  P P 

0 

p P 

-P 

P 

0 -H 

0 -H 

:z: 

0 ft 

d 

0 

P 

^ ft 

p ft  ft 

ft  ft 

U P* 

E-i 

-P 

d d 

d ft  d w 

d 

d d 

0 -H 

CD 

P P 

ft  d P 

d 

P P 

-P  P. 

P 

•H  Pi 

p P -H  oi 

0 

ft  Pi 

d d 

ft  1 

p p ft  1 

E 

ft  1 

(h  CD 

d c 

c d d 

d 

d d 

•r-l  Di 

x: 

p 0 

p p 0 

Xi 

p 0 

p-  1 

-p 

Pi  52; 

ft  C?  Pi  » 

ft 

Pi  12; 

d c 

d 

d 

d 

CD  0 

CD 

p 

0 

a 'Z 

Q 

Q 

ft 

MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS 


13 


si'Bq.ox 


O 0^  rj  v£)  t'-  O Csj  r j M-  X ir  O"  | l-n 

CM  ONO^r^r-t^,—  >—  C— 


SUOiq.'BUTUI'BX^ 

X'BToedg 


I ii(MLr\|r-cMi  I I I 1^^  — — Oi  rjl 

<M  i rr  ■ 


C 

o 

•H 

■P  •• 

d U 
Cl  o 

•H  Ch 

E 

d 

X 

W 


Xuemaxq'BSTQ 


I I I I I 


I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I i I ij 

1 


Xauunx 

Xasjaj^  UT 


I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I t I I I 


Si ‘A'S’d  ^UTATJQ 


I I i I I I I t I t I I I I I I I X i I I 

rg 


X^JTX^H  a Jnx'Buia jj 

jtoj  papuauiuioDay 


lllc^r^lllllllllll^u^lll 


saSaxx^O  Surnx'BJX 
s , japo-eax  o^uT  Ajpug 


I I I I o^  I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 


spuauipuToddy 

Suxpo'Bax 


I I I I vD  I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 


uo  X x'Bnuu'Bx  adng 


ICMI'^XCMr^c^r^l  |r-  I Ih-I  |lr^|  | IM- 

CM  T-  CM  CM 


Si ‘A’S’d  SUXAXJQ 
^ uoxp'enuu'Bxadng 
‘ aoxAjag 


I i I I I I I I I I I I I 


> I m I I I I 

o 

(M 


uo  X p-enuu-B  j a dng 
pu-B  aoxAjag 


0^mcMa^vO^~XOC^(^■^— ^T— mcnmcnxcM  Ir^  | 
^ r^T—  IPlT—  f—  vDt- 


aoxAxag 


ICM  IXOii^r^T— |r^  ICX'OJ  l-^CM  Ir-m 
00  CM  r-  c> 


UOXp'BUXUl'BXa 
jaqpjnj  joj  paj^ajag 


I 


v£) 


'xi 
-p  o 
o w 
12;  w 
d 
Ph 


uoxp'Bnuu'Bjadng 


aoTAjag 


1 

1 

1 

t 1 

T- 

1 1 1 t 1 1 <M  1 

1 

00 

1 

' 

1 (M 

kD 

-p 

CO 

CO 

O (D 

^ P bo  w 

CD 

CO 

>5  O 

P -H  d w p 

•H 

CD  CO 

<D  d 

CD  O ‘H  0)  "H 

P 

P bO 

> d 

rH  -p  -H  P 

P 

d d 

p .p 

O -P  >-<  -p  CD 

CD 

CO  -H 

CD 

P d 

d -H  -H  -P 

P«H 

d Tj 

1 

O 

m rP 

- ^ d P P 

CO 

CD  rH 

•• 

d 

E 

CO  <<  pq  o E 

• 

ca 

-H 

CD 

c«  -d 

CD  X P 

d 

w 

-p 

iPl 

CiD  d 

CO  -P  oa  rH  -p  O 

p 

-p 

c«  pq 

o 

CD 

d o 

P n:) 

p d d d 

CD 

p 

>> 

<<  ! 

CD 

Q 

•H  ’H 

0)  rj 

bo-H  p CO  Ph  oy 

1— < 

o 

P 

CO  cy 

Eh  ' 

-P 

CO  -P 

CD  d rd 

c p -p  -H  P o 

Ph  d 

-p 

O 1 

•H 

CO 

(— 1 

d d 

d 

-P 

•HdCOCDOpCOO 

CO 

CO 

p 

x:  CO 

Eh 

Xi 

x: 

•H 

d o 

•H  <D 

r— 1 

CO  p -H  ^ -H  CD  ^ -H 

c 

d 

d 

CD 

bO^ 

o 

-p 

> 

CD  d 

bD  P 

d 

drQ  bOP  dxi  Pf-I 

d 

CD  -P 

p 

d 

•H  I— 1 Tj 

d -H 

CD 

o-Hddd-Pdo 

o 

P 

p 

d 

Oi  O 

H Eh  > > :3: 

-p 

Cl 

0) 

E 

-P 

u 

d 

<u 

fi 


14 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

Details  of  the  various  medical  examinations  carried  out  by 
the  Medical  Staff  for  other  Corporation  Departments  will  be 
found  in  the  preceding  table » 

CREMATIONS. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  Medical  Referee  to  the 
Landican  Crematorium,  and  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
an  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  act  as  his  deputies. 

During  1964,  2,520  cremations  took  place,  compared  with  2,540 
in  1963. 

PROBLEM  FAMILIES. 


The  register  of  problem  families  is  maintained  in  the  Health 
Department  and  has  been  kept  under  continual  review.  The  usual 
co-operation  between  voluntary  and  statutory  bodies  has  been 
c ontinued . 

CHIROPODY. 

Chiropody  provision  for  selected  cases  continued  to  be 
provided  by  the  Birkenhead  District  Nursing  Society  as  agents  for 
the  Corporation.  The  grant  has  been  increased  during  the  year 
and  now  is  £1,100  per  quarter.  The  following  are  eligible  for 
treatment 

1 . Persons  of  both  sexes  over  65  years  of  age. 

2.  Handicapped  persons  of  all  ages. 

3.  Expectant  mothers. 

Due  to  the  prolonged  indisposition  of  Mrs.  G.A.  Villmer, 
President  of  the  Birkenhead  District  Nursing  Society,  and  upon 
whom  normally  the  bulk  of  the  work  of  administering  the  Chiropody 
Service  had  fallen,  the  Health  Department  from  August  onwards  was 
increasingly  involved  in  the  day-by-day  operation  of  the  scheme. 
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I am  indebted  to  the  Honorary  Treasurer  of  the  Society  for  the 
figures  which  have  enabled  the  following  statistics  to  be  prepared:- 


TEAR 

(1) 

— 

PLACE  OF  TREATMENT 

TOTAL 

NUMBERS  (INCLUDED  IN 
COLS.  (2)  to  (7) 
INCLUSIVE)  OF  FREE 
CASES  AND  TREATMENTS 

Chiropodist ' s 
Surgery 

Home  of 
Patient 

Cases 

(2) 

Treat- 

ments 

(3) 

Cases 

(4) 

Treat- 

ments 

(5) 

Cases 

(6) 

Treat- 

ments 

(7) 

Cases 

(8) 

Treat- 

ments 

(9) 

^1961 

1400  * 

9396 

315  ♦ 

1917 

1715  * 

11313 

25  * 

177 

1962 

1220  * 

8403 

300  * 

1845 

1520  * 

10248 

400  * 

2842 

1963 

1300  * 

9069 

350  * 

2329 

1650  * 

11398 

600  * 

4260 

1964 

1400  * 

10371 

480  * 

2966 

1880  * 

13337 

870  ♦ 

6005 

X Figures  for  full  calendar  year  although  Corporation 
grants  only  started  from  1st  April,  1961. 

* Estimated  figures  only. 


HEALTH  EDUCATION 


This  has  continued  as  in  previous  years  chiefly  by  the 
efforts  of  the  Health  Visitors  in  their  visits  to  the  homes  and 
in  Infant  Welfare  Centres.  Lessons  in  Mothercraft  have  been  given 
at  the  Antenatal  relaxation  clinics  and  also  in  the  antenatal 
department  of  St.  Catherine’s  Hospital. 

The  film  "Smoking  and  You"  has  been  purchased  and  has  been 
widely  shown  in  schools  with  a member  of  the  medical  staff  in 
attendance  to  answer  questions. 

The  Local  Authority  is  a member  of  the  Merseyside  Cancer 
Education  Committee  and  has  had  a share  of  the  lectures  given  to 
various  bodies.  Indeed  members  of  the  medical  staff  have  assisted 
by  giving  lectures  to  various  organisations,  such  lectures  on 
cancer  education  having  been  arranged  by  the  Administrator  of  the 
Committee . 

Venereal  disease  propaganda  has  been  concentrated  on  giving 
the  fullest  information  to  all  health  department  staffs  and  social 
workers  so  that  any  opportunity  can  be  taken  of  giving  information 
and  advice  when  necessary. 
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INCIDENCE  OF  BLINDNESS 


The  total  number  of  Registered  Blind  Persons  on 
31st  December,  1964,  was  371  (144  males  and  227  females).  On  the 
corresponding  date  in  1963  there  were  363  (138  males  and  225 
females).  New  cases  during  1964  numbered  54  (20  males  and  34 
females).  Inward  transfers  numbered  4 (2  males  and  2 females). 

Deaths,  and  transfers  to  other  areas  accounted  for  the 
deletion  of  50  names  (16  males  and  34  females). 


The  number  of  registered  Partially  Sighted  Persons  on  31st 
December,  1964,  was  89  (37  males  and  52  females).  The 
corresponding  figures  for  1963  were  86  (38  males  and  48  females). 
Additions  to  this  register  during  1964  were  10  (2  males  and 
8 females).  Deaths,  removals  from  the  Borough,  and  transfers  to 
the  Blind  Register,  numbered  9 (3  males  and  6 females).  There 
were  2 inward  transfers  ^2  females). 

Of  the  371  registered  Blind  Persons  202  (62  males  and 
140  females)  are  over  the  age  of  70,  and  of  the  Partially  Sighted 
37  (11  males  and  26  females)  are  over  70. 

There  are  8 blind  (4  males  and  4 females)  and  6 partially 
sighted  children  (2  males  and  4 females)  under  16  years  of  age. 


Blind  and  partially  sighted  persons  in  employment  number 
47  (38  males  and  9 females  respectively). 


During  1964,  75  examinations  were  carried  out  by 
ophthalmic  surgeons  ~ 64  first  examinations,  and  11  re-examinations. 

The  cause  of  blindness  in  the  54  new  cases  was  as  follows 


Cataract  ...  ... 

Glaucoma  ...  ... 

Congenital,  myopic  and 
other  defects  ... 


22 

9 

23 


The  partially  sighted  persons  notified 

were 


in  the  same  period 


Cataract  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Glaucoma 
Other  defects 


6 
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A.  Follow-up  of  Registered  Blind  and  Partially  Sighted  Persons. 


(i)  Number  of  cases  registered 
during  the  Tear  in  respect 
of  which  Para.  7 (c)  of 
Form  B.D.  8 recommends: 

(a)  No  Treatment 

(b)  Treatment  (medical 
surgical  or  optical) 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  at  (i)(b) 
above  which  on  follow-up 
action  have  received 
treatment . 


B.  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  cases 
Retrolental  Fibroplasia  cases 


Cause 

of  Disability  | 

Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Others  | 

14 

i 

8 

' " I 

1 1 

22  : 

12 

2 

i 

6 

5 

2 

i 

’ i 

Nil. 

Nil. 
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CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AJJD  YOUNG  CHILDREN 
INEANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  Infant  Welfare  Centres  were  open  as 
follows 


Central  Clinic 

Monday  & Wednesday 

2 

- 4 

p . m. 

South  Clinic 

Monday,  Tuesday 
& Wednesday 

2 

- 4 

p . m. 

North  Clinic 

Wednesday  & Thursday 

2 

- 4 

p . m . 

Balls  Road  Clinic 

Thursday  & Friday 

2 

- 4 

p . m . 

Upton  Clinic 

Tuesday  & Friday 

2 

- 4 

p .m. 

Woodchurch  Clinic 

Monday 

2 

- 4 

p.m. 

Prenton  Clinic 

Monday  & Thursday 

2 

- 4 

p . m. 

Thingwall  Clinic 

Friday 

2 

- 4 

p.m. 

Owing  to  increased  attendances  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres  it 
became  necessary  to  increase  the  sessions.  As  from  July  6th  an 
additional  session  has  been  held  at  Central  Clinic  each  Monday. 

As  from  1st  October  weekly  instead  of  fortnightly  sessions  have 
been  held  at  Thingwall  Clinic  and  since  7th  September  an 
additional  session  has  been  held  at  South  Clinic  each  Monday. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  table  of  attendances  there  has  been 
an  increase  in  the  total  attendances  during  1964-29,912  as  compared 
with  24,088  in  1963.  The  number  seen  by  Medical  Officers  at  the 
Infant  Welfare  Centres  has  also  increased  - 9,168  compared  with 
7,095  in  1963. 


Health  education  activities  and  Mothercraft  teaching  have 
continued  at  the  centres. 


I nf ant 

Total  attendances 

No.  of 

Welfare 

1 st 

Re- 

Total 

No.  seen 

Sessions 

Centre 

Vi  sits 

Visits 

Visits 

by  Doctor 

held 

North 

424 

4513 

4937 

1803 

103 

South 

621 

6669 

7290 

2197 

120 

Central 

314 

2553 

2867 

765 

77 

Balls  Road 

385 

4800 

5185 

1931 

102 

Upton 

285 

2850 

3135 

953 

101 

Woodchurch 

119 

1888 

2007 

657 

48 

Prenton 

200 

3238 

3438 

757 

99 

Thingwall 

20 

1033 

1053 

105 

30 

Total  1964 

2368 

27544 

29912 

9168 

680 

1963 

2110 

21978 

24088 

7095 

632 
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DENTAL  TREATMENT 


By  arrangement  with  the  Education  Committee,  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers  and  children  under  five  years  of  age  can 
receive  dental  treatment  by  the  School  Dental  Staff  at  the  School 
Dental  Clinic.  During  the  year  dental  care  was  provided  as 
follows 


Examined 

Treated 

Fill- 

ings 

Extract 

-ions 

1 

General  1 

Anaesthetics 

1 

Dentures 

provided 

Expectant 
& Nursing 
Mothers 

2 

1 

2 

2 

- 

Children 

1 

under  5 

116 

96 

9 

170 

86 

- 

DAY  NURSERIES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  attendances  during  the  year. 


Name  of 
Nursery 

Capacity 

No. on  register  at 
End  of  the  year 

Average  daily 
attendances 
during  the  year 

0-2 

2-5 

0-2 

2-5 

Cavendish  Road 

25  places 

10 

19 

5 

12 

Old  Chester  Road 

25  places 

6 

10 

4 

9 

NURSING  HOMES  REGISTRATION  - PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936  - SECTION  187 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  two  Nursing  Homes 
registered  in  the  Borough. 

All  Nursing  Homes  are  inspected  periodically  by  Medical 
Officers  of  the  Health  Department, 

NURSERIES  AND  CHILD  MINDERS  REGULATION  ACT.  1948. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  3 people  were  registered  under  this 
Act.  A member  of  the  medical  staff  visits  their  addresses 
regularly, 

CARE  OF  PREMATURE  INFANTS. 

During  the  year  265  premature  babies  were  born,  34  were 
still-born  and  231  born  alive,  217  were  born  in  hospital,  and 
48  at  home,  9 of  the  babies  born  at  home  were  transferred  to 
the  Premature  Baby  Unit  for  nursing.  All  premature  infants  are 


20 


the  subject  of  particular  attention  by  Midvrives  and  Health 
Visitors  and  are  included  in  the  "At  Risk"  register, 

COmrALESCENT  TREATMENT. 

14  children  under  5 years  of  age  were  recommended  for 
convalescent  treatment  during  the  year. 

VOLUNTARY  AGENCIES  ASSISTED  BY  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

(a)  St.  Elizabeth’s  Convent 

No,  of  attendances  during  the  year 
101  1st  Visits  1414  Re-Visits. 

(b)  Birkenhead  and  District  Mothers*  Welfare  Clinic 

Of  the  882  new  patients  given  advice  at 
the  clinic  during  the  year  306  were 
residents  of  the  Birkenhead  Borough. 

WELFARE  FOODS. 

The  issue  of  welfare  foods  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  continues  from  the  ten  distribution  centres  but  sales  have 
again  decreased. 

Other  authorities  share  this  experience  and  it  is  evident 
that  more  children  are  being  given  proprietary  milk  foods  and 
vitamin  products, 

"AT  RISK"  REGISTER. 


The  Ministry  of  Health  asked  HeAlth  Departments  to  keep  a 
register  of  "at  risk"  babies  born  each  year.  The  schedule  of 
"risk"  groups  prepared  by  Dr.  Sheridan  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
has  been  in  use  by  hospitals  and  General  Practitioners. 

The  medical  staff  of  hospitals  in  the  town  and  the  General 
Practitioners  have  ^iven  whole-hearted  support  and  a comprehensive 
register  has  been  established.  The  register  is  kept  under  regular 
review  in  order  to  keep  it  up  to  date. 

During  the  year  606  new  cases  were  registered  and  803  were 
removed  after  review  leaving  a total  of  339  at  31st  December,  1964 
compared  with  536  at  31st  December,  1963. 

INCIDENCE  OF  CONGENITAL  ABNORMALITIES. 

The  Registrar  General  requires  monthly  returns  of 
congenital  abnormalities  detected  at  birth  and  to  ensure  that 
such  information  is  submitted  in  respect  of  each  child  born  in 
the  Borough  an  entry  has  been  inserted  on  the  birth  notification 
cards  *was  any  congenital  abnormality  detected  at  birth?*  and 
when  the  answer  is  in  the  affirmative  a form  is  sent  to  the 
Doctor  in  charge  of  the  case  for  insertion  of  all  the  information 
required  by  the  Registrar  General. 
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A register  is  kept  of  all  children  suffering  from  congenital 
abnormalities  (whether  detected  at  birth  or  later)  and  this 
register  is  kept  under  constant  review.  During  the  year  12  new 
cases  were  registered,  ten  taken  off  register  due  to  death  or 
removal  from  the  district,  12  were  transferred  to  the  list  of 
handicapped  pupils  on  reaching  two  years  of  age.  At  31st 
December  there  were  42  children  on  the  register. 


MIDVIFERY  SERVICE 


NUMBER  OF  MIDVIVES. 


During  the  year,  66  Midwives  gave  notice  of  their  intention 
to  practise  in  the  Borough 

Municipal  Midwives 
Private  Midwives 
Midwives  in  Hospitals 
and  Institutions 
Midwives  in  Nursing  Homes 


66 


18 

1 

47 


SUPERVISION. 


The  Non-Medical  Supervisor,  Miss  Pringle,  has  carried  out 
the  following  work  during  the  year 

Inspection  of  Midwives  : 

Visits  to  Midwives*  homes  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Office  Interviews  ...  ...  ...  ...  550 

Pupi 1 Midwi ve  s : 

Office  Interviews  ...  ...  ...  ...  199 

Supervision  of  nursings  ...  ...  ...  ...  212 

Supervision  of  deliveries  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Lecture  Sessions  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

Miscellaneous  Visits  : 

Cases  requiring  medical  aid  . . ...  ...  ...  67 

Cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  . . ...  ...  ...  - 

Cases  of  still  birth  . . ...  ...  ...  6 

Expectant  mothers  . . ...  ...  ...  29 

Visits  to  Ante-Natal  Clinics  ..  ...  ...  ...  71 

Visits  to  Relaxation  Clinics  ..  ...  ...  ...  6 

In  addition,  the  Midwife  who  assists  the  Non-Medical 
Supervisor  in  the  administration  of  the  service  carried  out  the 
following  (in  addition  to  her  normal  duties  as  Midwife):- 
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Cases  requiring  medical  aid 
Expectant  mothers 

Attendances  at  Ante-Natal  Clinics 
Attendances  at  Relaxation  Clinics 


42 
1 56 
136 

93 


**  This  figure  includes  attendances  by  other  Midwives. 

NUMBER  OF  CASES  ATTENDED  BY  MIDVIVES  - 873 

The  number  was  873  of  which  755  were  attended  by  Midwives  alone 
(in  1963  there  were  947  cases  of  which  797  were  attended  by 
Midwives  alone). 

CASES  REQUIRING  MEDICAL  AID 

281  cases  were  notified  by  Municipal  Midwives  in  which 
medical  aid  had  been  called,  as  compared  with  243  in  1963. 

NOTIFICATIONS  RECEIVED  FROM  MID¥IVES 

Stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Liability  to  be  a source  of  infection  ...  ...  ...  3 

Laying  out  of  a dead  body  ...  ...  ...  3 

Baby  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 


>miCIPAL  MID¥IYES 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  of  the  Municipal 
Midwives  during  the  year  :~ 


1964 

1 963 

No.  of  bookings 

1096 

1155 

No.  of  births  attended 

(a)  Doctor  present 

(b)  Doctor  not  present 

118)  07, 

755) 

^ 947 

797)  ^ ^ 

Administration  of 
analgesia 

gas  & air 

658 

685 

Administration  of 

pethidine 

506 

610 

Total  visits  paid 

to  patients 

28612 

27397 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

One  case  was  notified  but  not  confirmed. 

ADMISSIONS  TO  HOSPITAL  ON  SOCIAL  GROLTOS 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  requests  for 
hospital  delivery.  Patients  are  visited  by  the  District  Midwife, 
who  is  prepared  to  book  the  case  provided  the  medical  history 
and  home  conditions  are  satisfactory.  In  all  cases  of  patients 
with  unsatisfactory  medical  histories  or  difficult  home 
conditions,  hospital  delivery  is  recommended. 
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During  the  year,  250  reports  have  been  forwarded  to  hospital 
by  the  Non-Medical  Supervisor  of  Midvives,  involving  numerous 
visits.  Of  the  cases  referred,  the  proportions  were  similar  to 
those  of  last  year,  i.e.,  GOfo  were  recommended  for  hospital 
confinement,  40^  were  considered  suitable  for  home  confinement. 

DISTRICT  MIDVIFERY  TRAINING 


The  usual  arrangements  for  Pupil  Midwives  to  take  Part  II 
Midwifery  Training  at  the  Maternity  Hospital,  and  to  complete 
their  training  under  the  tutorage  and  supervision  of  the 
Non-Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives,  have  continued  most 
satisfactorily,  19  Pupil  Midwives  having  completed  their  Part  II 
Training  and  passed  the  qualifying  examination. 

EARLY  DISCHARGES  FROM  HOSPITAL 


As  a result  of  discussions  between  Consultant  Obstetricians, 
General  Practitioners,  Senior  Hospital  Nursing  Staff  and 
representatives  of  the  Health  Department,  it  was  decided  to 
institute  a system  of  planned  early  discharges,  to  be  effective 
at  48  hours  after  delivery  in  hospital.  In  order  that  this 
system  should  work  smoothly,  it  is  necessary  for  all  patients 
wishing  to  be  discharged  prior  to  the  normal  period  of  10  days  to 
be  visited  in  their  own  homes  in  order  that  an  assessment  of 
social  conditions  may  be  made.  These  visits  are  carried  out  by 
part-time  Midwives,  thus  enabling  contact  to  be  made  with  the 
patients  whom  they  are  to  nurse.  It  is  hoped  that  this  system 
will  eliminate  the  haphazard  method  of  early  discharge  which  has 
operated  previously. 

During  the  year  under  review, 895  patients  were  discharged 
before  the  10th  day.  Of  this  number,  40^  were  discharged  within 
48  hours  of  delivery. 

ESTABLISHMENT 


During  the  year,  one  member  of  staff  was  absent  on  unpaid 
maternity  leave  and  a temporary  full-time  Midwife  was  employed 
during  this  time.  She  was  subsequently  appointed  on  a 
permanent  basis  when  one  of  the  staff  left  to  be  married.  A 
part-time  Midwife,  who  had  been  employed  since  1959  on  nursing 
visits  to"early  discharge"patients , resigned  in  order  to  take 
up  Health  Visitor  training. 

It  has  been  necessary,  however,  to  engage  4 part-time 
Midwives,  in  order  to  cope  with  the  envisaged  increase  in  the 
amount  of  work  to  be  carried  out  in  connection  with  planned 
early  hospital  dicharges. 

REFRESHER  COURSES 


The  usual  arrangements  were  made  for  Midwifery  Staff  to 
attend  Refresher  Courses  during  the  year. 
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ANTE-NATAL  RELAXATION  EXERCISES 
DETAIL g (Figures  for  1963  in  brackets) 


Clinic 

Sessions 

(1963) 

Pati ent s 

(1963) 

Attendances 

(1963) 

North 

47 

(47) 

123 

(178) 

810 

(1355) 

South 

47 

(47) 

105 

(115) 

744 

( 953) 

Total ; 

94 

(94) 

228 

(293) 

1 554 

(2308) 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS 


Once-weekly  Clinics  were  held  by  the  Midwives  at  North, 
South,  Central  and  Upton  Clinics  on  200  occasions,  the  number 
of  patients  dealt  with  being  1284  and  the  total  attendances 
made  being  5076  (1234  and  4916  respectively  in  1963).  The 
attendances  at  Upton  Clinic  have  shown  a marked  increase  and 
this  has  been  one  of  the  busiest  Clinics  in  the  town. 


Attendances  at  Clinics  (figures  for  1963  in  brackets) 


Clinic 

No. 

of  Sessions 

No. 

of  Cases 

Attendances 

Central 

51 

(52) 

335 

(346) 

1 281 

(1582) 

North 

51 

(50) 

294 

(252) 

1311 

(1032) 

South 

47 

(51) 

369 

(426) 

1431 

(1531) 

Upton 

51 

(46) 

286 

(210) 

1053 

( 771) 

CARE  OF  UNMARRIED  MOTHERS  AND  CHILDREN 


There  has  again  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
illegitimate  births  recorded  as  compared  with  1963.  During 
the  first  quarter  of  the  year  there  was  an  increase  in 
applications  from  expectant  unmarried  mothers  for  admission  to 
mother  and  baby  homes,  but  since  September  there  have  been  no 
applications  for  assistance. 

Close  co-operation  has  continued  with  the  Moral  Welfare 
Associations  and  the  Churches  and  the  Annual  Grant  of  £50  has 
been  made  to  the  Birkenhead  and  Virral  Moral  Welfare 
Association. 
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STAFF 


HEALTH  VISIT ING 


Staffing  changes  have  occurred  during  the  year.  The  year 
began  with  a vacancy  and  in  April  an  additional  Health  Visitor 
increased  the  establishment.  An  appointment  was  made  in  the 
Spring  and  the  two  Student  Health  Visitors  qualified  and  comm.enced 
duties  in  August.  There  were  two  resignation  up  to  that  time, 
so  the  net  result  was  one  vacancy  on  the  establishment.  One 
Health  Visitor  due  for  retiral  in  December,  1964,  was  granted  an 
extension  of  service. 

Three  Student  Health  Visitors  were  appointed  during  the 

year . 

ASSOCIATION  ¥ITH  HOSPITALS 

The  links  with  the  Paediatric  Department  of  St.  Catherine's 
Hospital  and  the  Children's  Hospital  have  continued.  The 
regular  visits  of  Health  Visitors  to  the  Hospitals  has  proved 
stimulating.  The  two-way  flow  of  information  helps  both 
Hospital  and  Local  Authority.  A similar  link  occurs  with  the 
Geriatric  Department  and  during  the  year  1030  domiciliary  visits 
were  paid  as  part  of  the  co-operation  between  the  hospital  and 
Local  Authority. 

PHENYLKETONURIA  TESTING 


This  has  continued  during  the  year,  and  2461  babies  were 
tested  with  negative  results  in  all  but  three  cases.  The  latter 
were  being  investigated  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

SCREEN  TESTING  FOR  DEAFNESS 

This  has  continued  and  during  the  year  540  infants  were 
tested.  28  had  a second  test  and  3 were  referred  to  their 
general  practitioners  so  that  the  opinion  of  an  Ear,  Nose  and 
Throat  Consultant  could  be  obtained. 

PROBLEM  FAMILIES 

During  the  year.  Miss  Butterworth,  Children's  Officer, 
commenced  a regular  meeting  every  month  of  the  social  workers 
intimately  concerned  with  the  very  difficult  group  of  problem 
families.  The  Health  Visitors  and  Child  Care  Officers  find  this 
regular  meeting  stimulating  and  helpful  support  for  each  other's 
actions  is  more  readily  forthcoming  after  these  case 
consultations . 

CO-OPERATION  VITH  GENERAL  PRACTITIONERS 


No  arrangements  have  been  made  for  Health  Visitors  to  work 
in  conjunction  with  a particular  General  Practitioner  or  group 
of  practitioners.  Occasional  requests  for  assistance  have  been 
made  during  the  year,  but  from  the  few  general  practitioners  who 
have  made  similar  requests  in  the  past. 
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REFRESHER  COURSES 


Three  Health  Visitors  attended  residential  courses  of  two 
weeks*  duration  at  Keele  University.  Several  attended  a course 
lasting  a day  and  a half  arranged  by  the  Health  Department  of 
the  City  of  Manchester.  Attendance  at  such  courses  stimulates 
the  interest  of  the  staff  and  presents  new  and  challenging  methods 
of  approach  to  the  ever-increasing  range  of  duties  of  Health 
Visitors . 

VISITS  TO  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 


During  the  year,  Health  Visitors  paid  104  first  visits  and 
1102  re-visits. 

STATISTICS  OF  VORK  CARRIED  OUT  BY  HEALTH  VISITORS 

2991  first  visits  were  paid  to  infants  under  one  year. 

1 5975  subsequent  visits  ” " ” " " " 

25066  routine  visits  were  paid  to  infants  between  pne  and 
five  years  of  age. 

1393  first  visits  were  paid  to  expectant  mothers. 

914  re-visits  were  paid  to  " " 

1609  visits  were  paid  in  connection  with  miscellaneous 
matters . 

10038  visits  were  paid  in  which  no  access  was  obtained. 

1028  visits  were  paid  to  aged. 

CLINIC  DUTIES  AND  ATTENDANCES 


Infant  Welfare  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1821 

Medical  Examinations  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Ante. -Natal  Relaxation  ...  ...  ...  ...  184 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  ...  ...  ...  - 

Mothercraft  (St.  Catherine *s  Hospital)  ...  52 

Hearing  Screening  (under  5 years)  ...  ...  135 

Hospital  Attendances:  Geriatric  Clinic  ...  45 

Paediatric  Clinic  ...  84 

HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 

The  work  of *the  Home  Nursing  Service  has  been  maintained  at 
a steady  level  during  the  year.  Although  the  total  number  of 
cases  attended  has  shown  a decrease,  this  has  been  offset  by 
the  number  of  cases  where  intensive  nursing  care  has  been 
required.  There  is  a tendency  for  both  medical  and  surgical 
patients  to  be  discharged  from  hospital  much  sooner  than  in  the 
past  and  the  District  Nurses  are,  therefore,  undertaking 
considerably  more  sub-acute  nursing  of  patients  in  their  own 
homes.  The  number  of  cases  treated  by  injection  has  shown  a 
marked  decrease. 

The  loan  service  continues  to  be  well  used,  and  the  number 
of  articles  available  for  loan  has  been  considerably  increased 
to  meet  the  demand. 

The  usual  Christmas  comforts  and  coal  were  distributed  to 
over  one  hundred  aged  persons  in  need.  The  efforts  of  the  staff 
and  voluntary  contributions  made  this  possible. 
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Staff 


There  were  few  changes  in  staff  during  the  year,  but  there 
has  been  a vacancy  outstanding  for  a male  nurse  for  the  best 
part  of  the  year.  Staff  continued  to  use  their  own  transport  on 
duty,  which  has  resulted  in  few  absences  due  to  sickness. 

Training 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  the  Queen's  Institute  of 
District  Nursing  approved  Birkenhead  as  a practical  Training 
Centre.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  District  Nurse 
Students  to  take  theoretical  training  in  Liverpool  and  rural 
district  training  in  Denbighshire. 

Incontinence  Pads 


It  is  estimated  that  approximately  500  patients  are  being 
supplied  with  these  pads,  the  usage  being  about  2,000  per  month. 
Requests  for  the  issue  of  incontinence  pads  are  received  from 
General  Practitioners,  District  Nurses,  Health  Visitors  and, 
in  some  cases,  from  patients*  relatives.  During  the  year 
requests  have  also  been  made  for  the  pads  to  be  issued  for 
mentally  subnormal  children  and  these  have  proved  to  be  of 
tremendous  assistance  to  the  parents  in  the  care  of  these 
unfortunate  children. 

So  far  as  disposal  is  concerned,  the  cellular  tissue  is 
usually  flushed  away  in  the  toilet  and  the  non-porous  paper 
back  is  burned  whenever  possible. 


CLASSIFICATION  OF 

CASES  AND 

VISITS 

PAID 

Cases 

Visits 

1964 

(1963) 

1964 

(1963) 

Medical 

1444 

1511 

37784 

3901  5 

Surgical 

191 

244 

5282 

81  58 

Infectious 

Diseases 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis 

39 

40 

1421 

2422 

Maternal 

Complications 

39 

29 

323 

228 

1713  1824 


44810  49823 
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1964 

(1963) 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  patients 
over  65 

27812 

33535 

Number  of  patients  under  5 at 
first  visit 

19 

28 

Number  of  visits  paid  to 
under  5’s 

181 

222 

VISITS  BY  SUPERINTENDENT 

1964 

(1963) 

Supervisory 

157 

180 

Nursing  ) 

Casual  ) 

488 

515 

645 

695 

IMMUNISATION  AND 

VACCINATION 

The  following  is  the  programme 

of  immunisation 

practised 

the  Health  Department 


Age 

Vaccine 

Interval 

6-10  months 

Oral  Poliomyelitis 

1 st ) 

4 

- 8 

weeks 

2nd) 

4 

- 8 

weeks 

3rd) 

11  - 1 3 months 

Triple  Vacc ine (Diphtheria , 
Tetanus  & Whooping  Cough) 

1st) 

4 

- 6 

weeks 

12-24  months 

Vaccination  against 

Smallpox 

18-21  months 

Triple  Vaccine 

3rd 

SCHOOL  ENTRY 

(Parents  to  be  approached  at 

Medical  Examination  of  Entrants) 

5 - 7 years 

Diphtheria/Tetanus  Booster 
Poliomyelitis 

4th 

8-12  years 

Diphtheria/Tetanus 

Booster 

1 2 years 

B.C.G. 

Renewed  efforts  were  made  during  the  year  to  encourage 
more  parents  to  have  their  children  immunised. 

School  immunisations  show  an  increase  compared  with  1963, 
but  there  is  still  room  for  improvement.  It  is  gratifying  that 
on  the  whole  a good  response  is  obtained  from  the  parents  of 
school  entrants.  In  an  endeavour  to  increase  the  number  of 
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infants  immunised,  a scheme  was  introduced  during  the  year 
whereby  consent  forms  were  sent  to  the  parents  of  all  children 
reaching  the  age  of  six  months.  2,526  forms  were  sent  out  and 
only  336  were  returned  to  the  Health  Department.  The  figures 
for  children  of  that  age  immiinised  by  general  practitioners 
have  not  increased,  so  one  can  say  the  experiment  has  not 
justified  the  optimism  with  which  it  was  launched. 

The  Health  Visitors  in  their  home  visits  will  continue  to 
emphasise  the  importance  of  immunisation. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

It  is  estimated  that  44.6^  of  children  under  five  years  and 
79.2^  of  the  school  population  have  been  immunised. 


IMMUNISATIONS  IN  1964. 


Primary 


0 - 

4 years 

1727 

5 - 

9 years 

345 

10  - 

14  years 

220 

1 5 years  and  over  1 


Reinf ore ing 
Inj  ec tions 

914 

1061 

847 

1 


2293 


2823 


Medical  General 

Officers  Practitioners 


Immunisation  against 

Diphtheria  42  4 

Reinforcing  Injections 

against  Diphtheria  1005  20 

Combined  Vhooping  Cough  and 
Diphtheria  Immunisation  - 2 

Combined  Whooping  Cough  and 
Diphtheria  Immunisation 

(Reinforcing  Injection)  2 1 

Triple  Antigen  825  819 

Triple  Antigen 

(Reinforcing  Injection)  571  417 

Immunisation  against 

Diphtheria  and  Tetanus  526  5 

Immunisation  against 
Diphtheria  and  Tetanus 

(Reinforcing  Injection)  777  30 

Quadruple  - 70 
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The  following  tabulated  statement  shows  the  numbers 


Age  in  Yrs. 

on  31st  Dec. 

of  the 
Corres.  Yr. 

Up 

to 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Under  1 yr. 

43 

9 

-=■ 

5 

30 

71 

60 

27 

45 

539 

535  ' 

1 year 

1234 

548 

714 

588 

712 

1009 

1124 

1020 

981 

564 

494 

2 years 

1394 

347 

355 

355 

241 

353 

385 

316 

289 

181 

261 

3 years 

1250 

65 

139 

125 

93 

113 

144 

148 

80 

63 

96  ^ 

4 years 

1193 

57 

47 

75 

71 

71 

84 

136 

67 

86 

67  1 

5 years 

1315 

60 

37 

51 

55 

56 

80 

212 

137 

275 

136  ’ 

6 years 

1796 

48 

27 

43 

33 

31 

58 

344 

135 

279 

249 

7 years 

1920 

43 

17 

26 

20 

28 

41 

281 

115 

150 

165 

8 years 

1821 

23 

10 

20 

26 

26 

21 

331 

161 

116 

98 

9 years 

1801 

21 

12 

20 

17 

11 

33 

273 

131 

81 

57 

1 0 years 

1774 

16 

6 

27 

14 

20 

22 

267 

114 

124 

78 

1 1 years 

1860 

16 

11 

17 

8 

13 

33 

221 

105 

90 

46 1 

1 

12  years 

1 504 

7 

1 

10 

5 

14 

7 

62 

57 

71 

15 

13  years 

1260 

15 

1 

5 

7 

6 

7 

13 

23 

123 

6 

14  years 

868 

19 

8 

4 

7 

6 

6 

14 

12 

142 

7 • 

1 5 years 
and  over 

437 

24 

22 

8 

15 

14 

14 

11 

19 

16 

12 

Total  each 
year 

21470 

1318 

1407 

1379 

1354 

1842 

2119 

3676 

2471 

2900 

2322  ; 

R einf  ore ing 
Injections 

- 

- 

- 

47 

123 

77 

4352 

2368 

2198 

1428 
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immunised  against  Diphtheria  each  year  since  1943 


1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

Total  Immu- 
nised at 

31 st  Dec . 
1964 

637 

626 

524 

510 

69 

148 

325 

612 

176 

219 

184 

378 

270 

228 

467 

617 

647 

860 

1161 

674 

839 

1125 

Aged  Under 

251 

245 

294 

130 

201 

217 

331 

270 

116 

143 

306 

5 years 

75 

85 

67 

60 

37 

94 

191 

147 

46 

28 

85 

6017 

60 

77 

57 

60 

40 

50 

139 

123 

27 

17 

27 

176 

243 

232 

194 

49 

47 

112 

96 

27 

33 

26 

Aged 

236 

359 

244 

141 

93 

43 

115 

224 

26 

219 

97 

5 - 9 I 

123 

186 

111 

60 

40 

47 

170 

278 

37 

28 

75 

i 

years  / 

77 

89 

74 

35 

35 

26 

160 

208 

14 

43 

7877  I 

44 

34 

61 

27 

25 

16 

91 

194 

91 

6 

104 

\l  TftC 

37 

21 

60 

35 

12 

14 

66 

172 

48 

1 1 

113 

/ 

19 

7 

25 

18 

15 

8 

26 

199 

28 

2 

68 

Aged  1 

7 

1 

6 

7 

8 

2 

12 

78 

17 

- 

38 

10-14 

1 

4 

- 

- 

” 

8 

11 

18 

1 

1 

1 

years 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 

14 

12 

1 

- 

- 

10017  / 

6 

8 

9 

3 

4 

“ 

36 

52 

15 

6 

1 

Aged  1 5 yrs 
& over  - 
40824 

2127 

2256 

1992 

1747 

1245 

1370 

2659 

3844 

1381 

1566 

2293 

Grand  Total 
64735 

1715 

1339 

1 

2150 

I 

1344 

746 

355 

2322 

1507 

482 

1078 

2823 

26453 
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IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  VHOOPING  COUGH 


Infant  Welfare 
Centres 

G.P. 

0 “ 1 year 

56 

110 

1-2  years 

569 

504 

2-3  years 

151 

130 

3-4  years 

33 

38 

4-5  years 

8 

13 

5 “ 6 years 

4 

7 

821 

802 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 

By  Medical  Officers  at  Infant  Welfare  Centre 

390 

By  General  Practitioners 

500 

890 


Age  at  Date  of 

0 - 1 

1 - 2 

2-4 

5-14 

Total 

Vaccination 

years 

years 

years 

years 

Number  Vaccinated 

165 

381 

235 

33 

814 

Number  Re-Vaccinat( 

ed  - 

1 

- 

18 

58 

76 

As  from  1st  July,  1963,  this  Authority  ceased  to  hold 
smallpox  vaccination  records  for  persons  over  15  years  of  age: 
the  figures,  therefore,  only  show  the  numbers  of  school  children 
and  children  under  5 years  who  have  been  vaccinated. 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS 

During  1964  the  following  injections  were  given:- 


SALK  VACCINE 


Health 
Dept . 

General 

Practitioners 

Total 

1st  and  2nd  Injections 

96 

96 

3rd  Injections 

- 

65 

65 

4th  Injections 

— 

17 

17 

33 


ORAL  POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINE 


Health 
Dept . 

General 

Practitioners 

Total 

3 Oral  (Primary  Course) 

1413 

956 

2369 

3rd  Oral  (after  2 injections) 

7 

27 

1 

1 

' 34 

1 

4th  Oral  (after  3 injections) 

1009 

1 

1 66  j 

1 

1 

I 1175 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  TETANUS 


Tetanus  immunisations  were  continued  in  the  Infant  and 
Junior  Schools. 


Primary 

Reinforcing 
Inj  ections 

0 - 

4 years 

1730 

918 

5 - 

9 years 

742 

977 

10  - 

14  years 

954 

535 

3426 

2430 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE 
(Report  of  the  Chief  Fire  Officer) 

As  I have  repeatedly  said  in  my  Annual  Reports  to  date,  there 
appears  to  be  no  peak  in  sight  in  the  amount  of  ambulance  work 
that  has  to  be  imdertaken.  Each  year,  cases  undertaken  increase 
and  1964  was  no  exception;  2,078  more  calls  were  received,  2,595 
more  patients  were  conveyed  and  an  additional  3,218  miles 
covered  by  the  ambulances. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  Ambulance  Service  responded 
to  64,137  calls  and  conveyed  63,335  patients,  more  than  a 3.3^ 
increase  on  the  previous  year.  However,  with  good  use  being  made 
of  the  radio  network  the  mileage  for  the  year,  203,803  miles, 
was  an  increase  of  only  1.5^. 

Resuscitation  equipment,  sometimes  in  conjunction  with  the 
Fire  Brigade,  was  used  on  42  occasions,  and  of  these  the  Minuteman 
resuscitator  set  on  which  we  are  gradually  standardising  proved 
extremely  successful,  being  in  use  on  31  of  the  occasions  mentioned 
above.  Mouth-to-mouth  resuscitation  was  used  three  times  during 
the  year. 

Transport  for  the  emergency  maternity  flying  squad  was 
provided  on  49  occasions.  Midwives,  however,  required 
conveyance  525  times  in  the  year;  a welcome  reduction  of  200.  This 
was  mainly  due  to  the  midwives  being  permitted  to  use  their  own 
transport.  Malicious  False  Alarms  showed  a slight  but  welcome 
reduction,  68  in  1964  as  against  76  in  1963. 

Seven  attendants  qualified  as  Ambulance  Drivers  during  the 
year  and  the  general  standard  of  driving,  bearing  in  mind  the 
sense  of  urgency  associated  with  the  Service,  the  congested 
traffic  conditions  encountered  and  the  difficulty  of  access  to 
many  places,  remained  of  a very  high  standard. 

Training  continued  to  be  given  during  the  year  to  all 
members  by  the  Ambulance  Station  Officer  and  Section  Leaders  but 
time  available  to  undertake  this  training  and  facilities  to 
arrange  advanced  training  are  practically  non-existent. 

It  is  imperative  that  all  ambulance  staff  are  afforded  as 
quickly  as  possible  an  opportunity  to  attend  courses  where 
they  can  receive  concentrated  and  advanced  training  designed  to 
fit  them  better  to  cope  with  the  requirements  made  upon  them  in 
this  day  and  age.  I am  hopeful  with  the  help  of  my  Authority  to 
plan  to  have  the  whole  of  the  Service  through  a two-week  course  in 
a period  of  5 years,  and  if  possible  look  to  a future  when  each 
recruit,  having  finished  his  local  training,  will  automatically 
be  assured  of  a course  at  the  Training  Centre  which  will  cover 
the  broad  field  of  his  calling.  One  cannot  have  a man  who  is 
daily  dealing  with  the  sick  and  injured  too  well  trained  and 
prepared  for  the  tasks  he  will  and  must  undertake. 
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ESTABLISHMENT 


Rank 

Approved 

Actual 

Station  Officers 

1 

1 

Section  Leaders 

4 

4 

Driver/Attendants 

39 

38 

44 

43 

(The  Senior  Driver/Attendant 
Deputy  to  the  Section  Leader 
leave  and  sickness) 


Variations 

Resignations  s 
Appointments ; 

Average  Age 

Average  Length  of  Service 


in  each  shift  acts  as 
during  periods  of  annual 

5 Driver  Attendants 
7 Driver  Attendants 
39  years,  4 months 
10  years  7 months 


Safe  Driving  Competition  sponsored  by  the  Royal  Society 

for  the  Prevention  of  Accidents 


Out  of  a total  of  35  entries,  the  following 
gaineds- 

Bar  to  5-.vear  medal  5-.year  medal 


15 


1 


30  awards  were 

Diploma 

14 


First  Aid 


The  following  Certificates  were  received  as  a result  of 
examinations  sponsored  by  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  during 
1964s- 

Proficiency  Certificates  Advanced  Certificates 

28  1 0 


Initial  Certificate 


1 
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SUMMARY  OF  CALLS 
ASSISTANCE  TO  AND  FROM  OTHER  AUTHORITIES 


Calls  Standbys 

Assistance  to 


Vallasey 

33 

101. 

Cheshire 

35 

2 

Others 

20 

- 

Assistance  from  : - 

Vallasey 

2 

- 

Cheshire 

1 

- 

Others 

1 

— 

AMBULANCES  NOT  REQUIRED 

Classification 

Calls 

EMERGENCY 

Refused  conveyance 

131 

Removed,  passing  car,  etc. 

65 

Transport  not  required 

247 

OUT  PATIENTS 

Too  ill  to  travel 

115 

Made  own  way 

69 

Appointment  errors 

93 

Wrong  Address 

12 

Not  at  home  and  not  ready 

185 

Refused  conveyance 

28 

Case  cancelled 

45 

IN  PATIENTS 

Too  ill  to  travel 

12 

Made  own  way 

25 

Not  at  home  and  not  ready 

43 

Refused  conveyance 

22 

Case  cancelled 

25 

Wrong  address 

4 

MALICIOUS  FALSE 

Malicious  False  Alarms 

68 

ALARMS 


1 ,189 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF 

CALLS 

Classification 

Type 

Calls 

Patients 

Mi  leag^' 

EMERGENCY 

Home  Accidents 

769 

777 

3243 

Works  Accidents 

603 

624 

2249 

Street  Accidents 

1392 

1 533 

5404 

Maternity 

1116 

1116 

5738 

Emergency  Illness 

2113 

211  5 

101  16 

REMOVALS 

Ambulances 

31396 

32028 

1 06404 

Sitting  Cars 

25240 

25142 

63683 

SPECIAL  SERVICES 

Midwives 

525 

_ 

2829 

Bedding 

3 

- 

24 

Others 

91 

- 

310 

AMBULANCES  NOT 

Malicious  False 

REQUIRED 

Alarms 

68 

- 

264 

Others 

1121 

- 

3539 

64437 

63335 

203803 

SPECIAL  SERVICES 


A total  of  619  Special  Services  were  attended  and  these 
included  the  conveyance  of  midwives  on  525  occasions. 


DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 


Cases  provided  with  domestic  help 

during  the  year 

: - 

1964 

(1963) 

Maternity  . . • . • • • • • • * 

68 

(64) 

Tuberculosis  • • • 

— 

( 2) 

Chronic  sick,  aged  and  infirm  ... 

895 

(850) 

Others  ...  ...  ...  • • • 

4 

( 5) 

967 

(921  ) 

Number  of  hours  worked  by  Domestic  Helps. 

1964 

(1963) 

Chronic  sick,  Aged,  Infirm  and 

Tubercular  ...  * * • • • • 

109958 

(97094) 

Maternity  and  Acute  Illness  ... 

2093i 

(2038)- 

1 1 205li 

(99132) 

The  following  table  shows 
Service  since  1948 

Hours  Worked 


1948 

14626 

1949 

21905 

1950 

40205 

1951 

47889 

1952 

53431 

1953 

60856 

1954 

61  646 

1955 

60497 

1956 

62057 

1957 

63290 

1958 

71329 

1959 

72059 

1960 

82686 

1961 

88899 

1962 

92162 

1963 

99132 

1964 

1 12051 

le  growth 

of  the  Domestic  Help 

Cases 

Visits-Organiser 

and  Assistant 

112 

n/a 

292 

n/a 

355 

1386 

432 

1376 

467 

1745 

480 

1894 

488 

1784 

533 

1347 

616 

1486 

61 1 

1457 

618 

1185  * 

663 

1055  * 

726 

1684 

786 

1863 

875 

1677  * 

921 

1708 

967 

1852 

* Figure  down  due  to  staff  changes. 
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The  service  has  shown  a steady  increase  during  the  last  few 
years.  The  number  of  hours  worked  for  chronic  sick,  handicapped 
and  infirm  is  98^  of  the  total  hours  worked.  The  appointment 
of  a visitor  has  improved  the  efficiency  of  the  service. 

Since  1960,  the  service  has  expanded  by  thirty  five  per  cent 
and  it  is  becoming  increasingly  evident  that  the  organiser  and  her 
assistant  cannot  cope  with  the  administrative  work  and  also 
carry  out  the  necessary  visiting  in  the  homes  of  those  receiving 
the  service.  Consideration  will  have  to  be  given  during  the 
coming  year  to  the  increase  of  administrative  staff  envisaged  in 
the  1 O-year  plan.  The  number  of  whole  time  Home  Helps  is  now  only 
one,  while  104  part-time  Helps  give  the  equivalent  of  53  whole- 
time  Helps. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  this  service  enables  many  old  people 
to  remain  in  their  homes  instead  of  occupying  beds  in  hospitals 
or  Hostels  for  the  Aged. 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE 
CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE  COMMITTEE. 


The  constitution  of  the  Committee  remains  unchanged.  Contact 
examinations  are  carried  out  by  Dr.  D.H.  Merrin,  Assistant  Chest 
Physician,  at  the  Chest  Clinic,  ^2,  Hamilton  Square.  The 
Tuberculosis  Almoner  also  has  her  office  at  42,  Hamilton  Square. 

Nursing  equipment,  paper  handkerchiefs  and  destructible  paper 
cups  are  issued  where  required,  and  free  milk  is  allowed  where 
home  circumstances  justify  the  supply  being  made. 

The  Almoner  made  1 ,976  home  and  hospital  visits  during  the 
year.  1,107  office  interviews  were  held. 

49  cases  were  referred  to  the  National  Assistance  Board  for 
financial  help.  237  cases  were  referred  to  the  John  Lloyd 
Corkhill  Trust  and  other  organisations. 

During  the  year  10  cases  were  referred  for  more  suitable 
housing  accommodation. 

Convalescence  was  arranged  for  23  patients,  in  each  case  the 
cost  was  met  by  the  John  Lloyd  Corkhill  Trust. 

HEALTH  VISITING. 


Each  case  of  tuberculosis  occurring  inside  the  Borough,  and 
notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  is  visited  regularly 
by  a Health  Visitor,  who  advises  as  to  home  nursing  care  and 
prevention  of  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

On  the  initial  visit,  details  of  home  and  family  conditions 
and  details  of  contacts  are  obtained,  and  reported  to  the  Chest 
Physicians  for  their  information. 

OCCUPATIONAL  THERAPY. 


There  was  an  average  attendance  of  10  patients  at  the  Class 
for  Outpatients  which  met  at  St.  James  Hospital  until 
30th  September,  1964,  when,  with  the  re-allocation  of  hospital 
wards,  it  was  found  necessary  to  find  other  accommodation. 

After  a short  period  at  the  Blind  Welfare  Department, 
arrangements  were  made  for  the  Class  to  be  held  at  the  Friends 
Meeting  House  in  Park  Road  South,  meeting  for  two  sessions  each 
week . 


Home  tuition  was  given  for  two  sessions  each  week  by  the 
part-time  Handicraft  Teacher. 

10  patients  attended  daily  at  the  Anne  Glassey  Workshop, 
Wallasey,  for  occupational  therapy. 

REHABILITATION. 


As  stated  above  20  patients  attended  for  occupational 
therapy,  1 0 at  the  Anne  Glassey  Workshop  and  1 0 at  the  weekly 
class  for  outpatients. 
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21  patients  were  referred  to  the  Disablement  Resettlement 
Officers  at  the  Ministry  of  Labour  for  registration  as  disabled 
persons.  Of  these,  5 were  recommended  for  training  in  a 
suitable  occupation.  One  patient  was  placed  at  the  Anne  Glassey 
Workshop,  one  young  man  failed  to  pass  the  necessary  test,  two 
refused  training  and  one  was  accepted  for  training  at  the 
Ministry  of  Labour  Training  Centre  at  Aintree. 

SHELTERED  EMPLOYMENT . 


4 patients,  considered  to  be  permanently  unfit  for  outside 
industry,  continued  in  employment  at  the  Anne  Glassey  Workshop  on 
a full  time  basis. 

EXAMINATION  OF  CONTACTS. 

347  adults  and  510  children  attended  for  contact 
examination  either  by  skin  test  or  X-ray.  Of  these  3 adults 
and  1 child  were  found  to  have  active  respiratory  tuberculosis, 

3 children  were  found  to  have  had  primary  infections  and  7 adults 
had  minimal  lesions  which  it  was  considered  necessary  to  keep 
under  medical  observation. 

The  ratio  of  contacts  per  notified  case  was  11.129. 

B.C.G.  VACCINATION  - CONTACTS 

510  children  attended  for  examination,  99  at  other 
hospitals  and  411  at  the  Chest  Clinic.  Of  the  total  who  attended, 
23  showed  a positive  result  and  were  sent  for  X-ray  of  the  chest. 
As  stated  above  one  child  was  found  to  have  active  tuberculosis 
and  3 ta  have  had  primary  infections.  468  children  had  a 
negative  result,  9 were  X-rayed  only  and  10  children  failed  to 
attend  for  the  heaf  reading.  Of  the  468  who  were  negative, 

464  received  B.C.G.  vaccination  and  the  parents  of  4 children 
refused  vaccination. 

19  students  were  vaccinated  during  the  year. 

B.C.G.  VACCINATION  - SCHOOL  CHILDREN 

B.C.G.  vaccination  was  offered  to  11^  and  12  year  olds 
during  1964. 


Children  found  to  be  positive  following  Multiple  Puncture 
testing  are  sent  for  X-ray  examination  at  the  Mass  Radiography 
Unit  and  a subsequent  follow-up  X-ray  12  months  later. 


Parents 

Notified 

Multiple  Puncture 

Test 

Given  B.C.G. 
Vaccination 

Children 

Tested 

Positive 

Negative 

3,507 

1 ,884 

210 

1 ,674 

1 ,672 
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SKIN  TESTING  SCHOOL  CHILDREN 

This  scheme  vas  continued  during  the  year  to  skin  test 
children  upon  their  entry  into  Infant  School. 

Children  found  to  be  strongly  positive  were  referred  to  the 
Chest  Physician. 


Parents 
Notif ied 

Multiple  Puncture 

Test 

Children 

Tested 

Positive 

Negative 

2,115 

1 ,200 

37 

1 ,163 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

Statistics 

MENTAL  ILLNESS. 

Cases  referred  to  Mental  Velfare  Department  ; - 

By  General  Practitioners  265 

By  Police  (Including  Courts)  48 

By  others  (General  Hospitals,  National 

Assistance  Board,  Welfare  Departments  etc.)  327 

By  Psychiatric  Hospitals  206 

By  Psychiatric  Out-Patients  Departments  179 


1025 

Admissions  to  Hospital  (Arranged  by  Mental  Velfare  Officers) 
Under  Mental  Health  Act  1959;- 

Informal  admission  (Section  5)  290 

Urgency  applications  (Section  29)  60 

Observation  (Section  25)  119 

Treatment  (Section  26)  20 

Under  Criminal  Justice  Act  - 

489 

MENTAL  SUBNORMALITY. 

Cases  referred  to  Mental  Velfare  Department  : - 

From  Education  Committee  9 

From  other  sources  (Police,  National  Assistance 

Board,  Velfare  Department,  etc.)  14 

Transfers  from  other  Local  Authorities  4 

From  Hospitals  (Discharges)  4 

From  Hospitals  (Licence)  - 

31 


44 


Admissions  to  Hospitals 

Informal  admissions  (Section  5)  2 

Court  Orders  (Section  60)  3 

Court  Order  (Restriction  on  discharge  - 

Section  65)  1 

6 

Short-Term  Care  Admissions 

To  Hospitals  30 

To  other  establishments  6 

36 

Outward  transfers  3 

Deaths  4 

Vaiting  List  of  Patients  requiring  hospital  care 
Urgent  7 

Less  urgent  12 

Appeals  to  Mental  Health  Tribunals  : - _ 

Junior  Training  Centre  - 

No*  on  Register  at  31.12.64  Male  27 

Female  26 

Total  ”53" 

Average  daily  attendance  39 

Position  as  at  31.12,64  - 

Number  in  Hospital  209 

’’  under  Guardianship  2 

” " Home  Supervision  275 

*'  on  Register  486 
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The  work  of  this  section  has  shown  an  increase,  the  number 
of  cases  referred  being  an  increase  of  approximately  16  per  cent 
over  the  previous  year. 

The  Mental  Welfare  Officers  continue  to  arrange  a large 
number  of  admissions  to  hospital.  Once  again  informal  admissions 
increased  and  urgency  applications  showed  a welcome  decrease. 

The  admission  of  observation  cases  arranged  by  the  staff  increased 
from  38  in  1963  to  119. 

It  would  appear  that  the  Mental  Health  Act  1959  has  not 
lessened  the  work  done  by  Mental  Welfare  Officers  in  arranging 
admissions  to  Mental  Hospitals.  One  would  have  expected  that  the 
Act  would  have  lessened  this  number.  It  is  possible  that 
General  Practitioners  and  Consultants  find  the  Mental  Welfare 
Staff  of  Local  Authorities  useful  in  the  arrangement  of  hospital 
admissions  and  do  not  arrange  admissions  directly  with  hospitals. 

Hospitals  have  assisted  in  the  short  stay  care  of  mentally 
subnormal.  The  waiting  list  for  the  mentally  subnormal 
requiring  hospital  treatment  has  decreased  from  29  to  19. 

There  were  delays  in  the  completion  of  the  Adult  Training 
Centre  and  it  was  not  found  possible  to  open  the  Centre  for 
actual  work  in  1964. 

The  co-operation  between  the  Consultant  Psychiatrists  at  the 
various  hospitals  and  the  Mental  Welfare  Staff  continues  very 
happily. 

The  Industrial  Therapy  Unit  which  opened  in  December,  1963, 
in  Price  Street,  Birkenhead,  has  continued  to  function. 

Financial  support  has  been  given  to  this  project  by  the  three 
Local  Health  Authorities  - Cheshire  County,  Wallasey  and 
Birkenhead  - from  whose  areas  patients  attend. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Duties  under  this  Act  have  been  assigned  to  the  Welfare 
Committee  of  the  Council. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  in  administrative  control  of 
the  Welfare  Department,  the  staff  of  which  is  housed  in  the 
Health  Department  offices. 

There  is  the  utmost  co-operation  between  the  staffs  and 
useful  information  about  handicapped  persons  or  the  aged  and 
infirm  is  exchanged  between  the  Welfare  Department  and  Health 
Visitors,  Public  Health  Inspectors,  Mental  Welfare  Officers,  and 
the  Domestic  Help  Organiser. 

During  the  year,  no  case  required  to  be  dealt  with  under 
Section  47  of  the  Act.  Several  cases  were  visited,  but  in 
each  it  was  eventually  found  possible  to  take  alternative  action. 
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PUBLIC  SVIMMING  BATHS 


Indoor  svimming  pools  are  provided  at  Byrne  Avenue  and 
Livingstone  Street  Baths.  There  are  two  pools  at  each  of  these 
premises.  All  four  pools  are  open  during  the  summer  months,  but 
during  the  winter  months  one  pool  is  closed  at  each  establishment 
for  conversion  into  a Public  Hall. 

Until  December,  1959,  the  swimming  bath  water  at  both 
establishments  was  obtained  by  pumping  salt  water  from  the 
River  Mersey.  This  practice  continues  in  respect  of  the 
swimming  pools  in  the  Livingstone  Street  Baths.  At  Byrne  Avenue, 
however,  the  supply  of  water  for  the  swimming  pools  is  taken 
from  the  town's  main;  pure  dried  vacuum  salt  is  added  to  provide 
reconstituted  salt  water. 

The  swimming  pool  water  is  constantly  changed  by  a 
continuous  circulation  system  during  which  time  it  is  chemically 
treated,  filtered^  heated,  aerated,  and  sterilised  by  a 
marginal  chlorination  process.  The  filtration  plant  at  the  Byrne 
Avenue  Baths  was  renewed  in  1964  at  a cost  of  £19,500.  The  water 
in  the  swimming  pools  is  changed  routinely  every  six  months,  but 
additional  water  is  added  at  intervals  for  "make-up”  purposes  to 
replace  losses. 

Periodic  bacteriological  examinations  are  made  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service.  Daily  tests  are  carried  out  by  the 
Baths  Department  Staff  to  ensure  satisfactory  alkalinity  and 
chlorine  factors. 


SEWERAGE 


The  Borough  is  adequately  sewered  with  the  exception  of  a 
small  area  on  the  Western  fringe. 

This  area,  together  with  adjacent  areas  in  Wallasey  County 
Borough,  Hoylake  Urban  District  Council  and  Wirral  Urban  District 
Council,  has  been  the  subject  of  a combined  scheme  for 
improvement  of  the  outfall  which  has  received  the  approval  of  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government.  Questions  have  arisen 
about  the  implementation  of  the  scheme,  which  have  not  yet  been 
resolved . 

The  sewerage  from  the  Borough  is  discharged  untreated  into 
the  River  Mersey. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


I am  indebted  to  the  Engineer  and  Manager  of  the  Virral 
Water  Board  for  the  following  report  upon  the  Water  Supplies  in 
the  Borough. 

The  supply  to  the  Borough  is  unchanged  from  previous  years 
and  is  in  the  main  a mixture  of  impounded  water  from  Alwen 
Reservoir  in  North  Wales  and  river  water  abstracted  from  the 
River  Dee  at  Chester  together  with  a small  amount  of  underground 
water  taken  from  the  Wells  at  Spring  Hill  and  Flaybrick  which 
are  situated  within  the  Borough. 


The  supply  to  the  Borough  may  be  described  as  moderately 
soft  though  slight  variations  do  occur  according  to  the 
conditions  of  the  raw  River  Dee  water  abstracted  and  dependent 
upon  the  use  of  the  well  supplies.  During  the  summer  period  if 
the  river  flow  is  low,  then  there  is  a tendency  for  the  hardness 
of  the  supplies  distributed  to  increase. 


The  Main  Water  Works  laboratory  is  situated  at  Sutton  Hall 
Treatment  Works  near  Capenhurst  and  is  operated  by  a full-time 
Chemist  and  Bacteriologist  and  four  assistants  who  supervise 
the  treatment  processes  and  undertake  regular  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examinations  of  the  raw  water  and  the  treated 
water  to  ensure  purity  of  supplies  to  the  consumer. 


The  Board *s  Undertaking  continues  to  be  a source  of  interest 
to  the  public  and  numerous  visits  to  the  various  works  have  been 
arranged  during  the  year. 


The  supply  to  the  statutory  area  has  in  all  cases  been 
satisfactory,  both  in  quality  and  quantity. 


Approximately  some  800  bacteriological  examinations  of 
supplies  to  the  Borough  are  made  annually,  the  majority  of  which 
are  in  respect  of  the  final  treated  water.  The  following 
are  average  results 
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Raw  Vater 

Pinal  Vater 

Mixed 

Dee 

Alwen 

Veils 

Dee 

Alwen 

Veils 

Supply 

No.  of  Colonies  on 
Agar  1 day  at  37°  C 
per  ml. 

“ 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

No.  of  Colonies  on 
Agar  3 days  at  22°  c 
per  ml. 

- 

91 

1 

0 

3 

0 

0 

Presumptive  coli 
present  in 

0.01 

1 .0 

- 

- 

- 

Presumptive  coli 
absent  from 

0.01 

100ml 

100ml 

100ml 

100ml 

100ml 

Probable  No.  per 

100  ml.. 

6000 

250 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Bact.  Coli  (Type  1) 
present  in 

0.01 

1 .0 

- 

“ 

- 

Bact.  Coli  (Type  1) 
absent  in 

0.001 

0.1 

100ml 

100ml 

100ml 

100ml 

100ml 

Probable  No. 
per  100  ml. 

3500 

50 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Treatment  of  the  Alwen  supply  is  by  pressure  filtration 
folloved  by  sterilisation  by  chlorine  and  ammonia. 


Treatment  of  the  Dee  supply  is  by  settlement  in  upvard  flow 
edimentation  tanks  followed  by  rapid  gravity  filtration  and 
iiper  chlorination. 


Treatment  of  the  Veils  supply  - marginal  chlorination  only 
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The  following  is  a specimen  chemical  analysis:— 


Alwen 

Dee 

Mixed 

Alkalinity  (CaCo^) 

18 

92 

31 

Chlorides  (Cl) 

9.1 

22.0 

12.0 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

0.076 

0.007 

0.060 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0.038 

0.03 

0.015 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites 

0.0 

0,0 

0.0 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

0.0 

1 .2 

0.33 

Oxygen  absorbed  3 hrs.  at  27°C 

2.1 

0.68 

1 .4 

Temporary  hardness 

18 

92 

31 

Permanent  hardness 

16 

22 

17 

Total  hardness 

34 

114 

48 

Total  Solids  (dried  at  180°C) 

66 

208 

80 

Calcium  (Ca) 

12.4 

36.0 

16.0 

Magnesium (Mg) 

0.7 

5.7 

1 .9 

Carbonate  (CO^) 

10.8 

55.2 

18.6 

Sulphate  (SO^) 

21  .4 

53.2 

32.5 

Aluminium 

0.6 

0.05 

0.5 

Iron  (Fe) 

0.1 

0.02 

0.1 

Manganese  (Mn) 

0.07 

0.02 

0.05 

Zinc  (Zn) 

Abs. 

Abs. 

Abs  . 

Poisonous  Metals 

Abs . 

Abs , 

Abs . 

Total  Residual  Chlorine 

0.16 

0.05 

Nil 

Fluoride 

Abs . 

Abs . 

Abs . 

The  water  as  put  into  supply  is  not  plumbo  solvent  in  action. 
In  addition  to  the  regular  bacteriological  examinations,  all  new 
mains  being  put  into  operation  are  sterilised  and  similar  action 
is  taken  after  the  cleaning  of  any  tanks  or  service  reservoirs. 

The  estimated  number  of  dwellings  in  the  Borough  is  42,433 
and  population  143,470.  All  properties  are  supplied  direct  from 
the  distributive  system  but  there  are  a number  of  old  houses, 
possibly  some  40  - 50,  which  do  not  have  an  inside  supply  but  are 
each  provided  with  an  outside  V.C.  and  a tap  in  the  back  yard. 
These  properties  are  fast  being  demolished. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE 


The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  has  supplied  the  following 
particulars  of  the  work  of  his  section  of  the  Health  Department: 

Two  district  Public  Health  Inspectors  resigned  - the  first 
on  reaching  the  age  of  65  years  and  having  served  the  department 
26  years  and  the  second  to  take  up  an  appointment  in  a neighbouring 
area.  The  latter  had  started  his  working  life  in  the  Department 
as  a Junior  Clerk,  had  been  trained  as  a Public  Health  Inspector 
but  served  in  that  capacity  for  only  3 years.  One  pupil 
inspector  passed  his  qualifying  examination  after  the  minimum 
training  period  of  4 years  and  was  appointed  district  inspector 
in  July.  A second  pupil  was  appointed  to  start  training  in 
September . 

An  unqualified  technical  assistant  was  appointed  in 
October  to  carry  out  inspections  under  the  Offices,  Shops  and 
Railway  Premises  Act,  1963,  which  came  into  operation  earlier  in 
the  year. 

Apart  from  inspections  of  working  conditions  in  shops  and 
offices  Just  mentioned,  the  work  of  the  department  has  proceeded 
on  the  same  general  lines  as  last  year.  Following  the  national 
publicity  in  connection  with  the  Aberdeen  typhoid  fever  epidemic 
the  public  became  aware  of  the  dangers  which  may  result  in  the 
unhygienic  handling  of  food  and  a record  number  of  food 
complaints  was  received. 

No  further  progress  has  been  made  in  Smoke  Control.  Area 
No.  4 which  was  to  have  been  declared  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
is  still  held  in  abeyance,  the  delay  being  due  to  the  increased  cost 
of  adapting  firegrates  to  burn  the  harder  types  of  coke  or 
conversion  to  other  fuels. 

INSPECTION  AND  REPAIR  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES 

All  repairs  to  houses  have  been  secured  as  a result  of  the 
service  of  notices  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936^ and  the 
Birkenhead  Corporation  Act,  1954.  No  notices  were  served  under 
Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

2,350  complaints  were  received  during  the  year.  This  is 
in  addition  to  complaints  made  to  the  inspectors  on  their 
districts . 

No.  of  inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  etc.  13,604 

No.  of  re-inspections  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  etc.  14,584 

No.  of  informal  notices  served  under  the 
Public  Health  Act  1 ,376 


No.  of  Statutory  notices  served  under  the 
Public  Health  Act 


587 
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No.  of  Statutory  notices  served  under  the 
Birkenhead  Corporation  Act,  1954. Sec:  52  209 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  served  under  the 
Birkenhead  Corporation  Act,  1954. Sec:  66  Nil 

Average  number  of  notices  outstanding  541 

No.  of  notices  complied  with  during  the  year  1,839 

Number  of  defects  remedied  during  the  year  5,294 

Summary  of  Improvements  effected  :- 

Roofs  repaired  510 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  80 

Rainwater  gutters  repaired  235 

Downspouts  repaired  119 

Walls  pointed  or  repaired  300 

Lighting  or  ventilation  improved  15 

Windows  repaired  214 

Window  sashcords  renewed  242 

Firegrates  repaired  112 

Hearthstones  repaired  4 

Floors  relaid  or  repaired  200 

Skirting  hoards  repaired  44 

Wallplaster  repaired  403 

Ceiling  plaster  repaired  203 

Doors  repaired  286 

Staircases  repaired  27 

Sinks  renewed  30 

Sink  waste  pipes  trapped  or  repaired  91 

Walls  and  ceilings  cleansed  3 

Dampness  remedied  315 

Yard  surface  repaired  and  relaid  143 

Yards  drained  4 

Sufficient  water  supply  provided  175 

Drains  constructed,  altered  or  repaired  133 

Drains  cleansed  378 

Water  closets  repaired  489 

Food  stores  provided  1 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  removed  41 

Nuisance  from  animals  abated  28 

Verminous  persons/clothing/premises  treated  17 

Miscellaneous  450 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS 


Legal  proceedings  under  Sec;94,  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
were  instituted  in  1 1 cases  where  owners  had  failed  to  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  abatement  notices. 

No  fines  were  inflicted. 

Costs  of  summons  and  orders  were  given  in  4 cases. 

Four  cases  were  withdrawn  as  the  work  was  completed  at  the 
time  of  the  hearing  of  the  summons. 
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The  Magistrates  made  nuisance  orders  in  5 cases  where  the 
nuisances  were  still  outstanding  at  the  time  of  the  hearing  of 
the  summonses. 

Proceedings  were  instituted  under  Sec:95,  Public  Health 
Act,  1936, in  1 case  where  the  Nuisance  Order  had  not  been  complied 
with  and  a fine  of  £10.  0.  0.  was  imposed. 

Work  done  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

The  Local  Authority  c leans ed  obstructed  drains  at  69  houses 
where  owners  failed  to  comply  with  48  hour  notices  under  the 
provisions  of  Sec:52  of  the  Birkenhead  Corporation  Act,  1954. 

By  agreement  with  or  at  the  request  of  owners,  24  items 
of  repair  of  a general  nature  were  completed  at  7 houses  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  costs  of  the  above  work  (recoverable  from  the 
responsible  persons)  amounted  to  £485.19.4d.  during  the  year. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1957.  Sec:  17  and  18. 

Dwelling  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 

20  houses  or  parts  of  buildings  used  as  dwellings  were 
reported  to  the  Health  Committee  as  being  unfit  for  human 
habitation  and  not  capable  of  being  rendered  so  fit  at 
reasonable  expense. 

During  the  year  the  Council  made  the  following  Orders 

Demolition  Orders  in  respect  of  10  dwellings. 

Closing  Orders  in  respect  of  6 dwellings  and  4 parts  of 
buildings . 

Offers  to  carry  out  works  intended  to  make  the  premises  fit 
were  accepted  in  respect  of  a house  subject  to  a Closing  Order. 

The  works  have  not  yet  been  completed. 

Demolition  and  Closing  of  Unfit  Dwellings 

17  unfit  houses,  not  in  Clearance  Areas,  were  demolished 
during  the  year  and,  following  the  re-housing  of  the  occupants, 

12  dwellings  were  closed. 

18  families  comprising  53  persons  were  re-housed  from 
dwellings  subject  to  demolition  or  closing  orders. 

Housing  Act,  1957.  Sec;  42 

Clearance  Areas 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  represented  the  undermentioned 
areas  and  the  Council  declared  them  to  be  ’’Clearance  Areas”. 
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Area 

No.  of 
dwellings 

No.  of  j 

Families ! 

1 

No . of 
, Persons 

1 

Cleveland  Street 

Clearance  Areal  964 

5 

6 

22 

Holborn  Square 

M It 

1964 

7 

7 1 

I 19 

Queen  Street 

It  M 

1964 

40 

41 

109 

Star  Street 

M II 

1964 

125 

136 

402 

Nelson  Street 

II  II 

1964 

63 

74 

242 

Grace  Street 

11  II 

1964 

16 

17 

54 

Brook  Street 

II  II 

1964 

10 

9 

24 

Parkfield  Place 

II  It 

1964 

14 

14 

53 

280 

304 

925 

j During  the  year  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 

I Government  confirmed  the  Orders  made  in  respect  of  the  under- 
I mentioned  areas 

! Oliver  Place  Nos.  1,2  and  3 Clearance  Areas  1963 

I; 

! ¥oburn  Place  Clearance  Area  1963 

[ Havelock  Street  Nos.  1 and  2 Clearance  Areas  1963 

i' 

Vell~maintained  payments  were  awarded  in  respect  of 
I 36  properties  in  the  Oliver  Place  Areas;  two  properties  were 
i transferred  from  Part  I to  Part  II,  two  from  Part  II  to  Part  III 
j and  five  were  excluded  from  the  Compulsory  Purchase  Order, 

One  modification  was  made  to  the  Voburn  Place  Area,  i.e. 
some  added  grey  land  was  excluded  from  the  Order  and  15  well- 
i maintained  payments  were  awarded. 

The  Havelock  Street  Clearance  Areas  were  confirmed  without 
modification  and  six  well-maintained  payments  were  awarded. 

Slum  Clearance  Programme 

The  total  number  of  houses  actually  represented  in 
Clearance  Areas  during  the  year  shows  a decrease  on  1963  but  the 
j programme  has  in  fact  proceeded  at  the  increased  rate  of 
j approximately  500  per  year  as  a large  part  of  the  Exmouth  Street 
Clearance  Area  was  inspected  during  1964. 

This  area,  comprising  325  unfit  dwellings  and  involving 
over  350  families,  is  the  largest  Clearance  Area  to  be  submitted 
i to  the  Council.  Although  the  formal  representation  was  not  made 
!'  until  early  1965  a large  proportion  of  the  area  should  neverthe- 
I less  be  set  against  the  1964  quota. 


54 


Rent  Act  1 957 


Once  again  I have  to  report  that  little  use  has  been  made 
of  this  Act  during  the  past  year. 

Formal  details  of  the  applications  made  for  the  issue  and 
cancellation  of  certificates  are  set  out  below 

Part  1 ~ Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 


1 . Number  of  applications  for  certificates  7 

2.  Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates  Nil 

3.  Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates  7 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  2 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  5 

4.  Number  of  underta.kings  given  by  landlords  under 

paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule  5 

5.  Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  the  Local 
Authority  under  the  proviso  to  paragraph  5 

of  the  First  Schedule  Nil 

6.  Number  of  certificates  issued  2 


Part  2 - Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates 


7.  Applications  by  landlords  for  cancellation 

of  certificates  of  disrepair  3 

8.  Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates  Nil 

9.  Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in 

spite  of  objection  by  tenant  Nil 

10.  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority  3 


In  addition  1 certificate  as  to  the  remedying  of  defects 
was  issued. 

HOUSE  PURCHASE  AND  HOUSING  ACT,  1959. 

Standard  Grants 


99  applications  for  standard  grants  were  made  during  the 
year.  This  compares  with  97  applications  in  1960,  63  in  1961, 

37  in  1962  and  56  in  1963. 

26  premises  were  surveyed  in  connection  with  applications 
for  discretionary  grants. 

In  accordance  with  Circular  42/62  issued  by  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  a compact  area  containing  100 
six-roomed  houses  was  surveyed.  14  of  the  houses  already  had 
the  5 standard  amenities  installed.  Of  the  remaining  86  houses, 

18  were  owner  occupied.  All  the  owners  and  occupiers  were 
approached  and  encouraged  to  take  advantage  of  the  grants 
available  to  improve  their  houses.  59  agreed  initially  to  take 
part  in  the  scheme  and  in  40  cases  applications  for  grants  were 
received  and  approved.  The  work  was  in  progress  at  the  end  of 
the  year, 

24  occupiers  would  not  agree  to  join  the  scheme  because 
they  had  no  space  available  for  a bathroom  or  they  were  old  age 
pensioners  and  could  not  afford  improvements,  or  they  were 

old  to  be  bothered",  5 refused  to  give  any  reason  for  refusal. 
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In  an  area  surveyed  last  year  the  proportion  of  occupiers 
willing  to  have  improvements  and  those  unwilling  was 
approximately  the  same. 

Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

The  Council *s  policy  for  the  improvement  of  living  conditiors 
in  houses  in  multiple  occupation  is  by  the  gradual  reduction  in 
the  numbers  of  families  inhabiting  such  houses  rather  than  by  ih-r 
increase  in  the  facilities  available,  the  ultimate  aim  being  to 
secure  self  contained  accommodation  for  each  family.  To  secure 
this  end  the  person  in  control  of  a house  is  encouraged  not  i o 
relet  rooms  as  they  become  vacant  until  the  number  of  families 
is  such  that  can  be  reasonably  accommodated.  At  the  same  time  a 
schedule  of  additional  requirements  and  repairs  that  will  be 
required  if  the  rooms  are  relet  is  issued  to  each  landlord. 

There  seem  to  be  frequent  changes  in  the  tenancies  of 
rooms  in  this  type  of  house  and  it  does  appear  to  be  the  case 
a small  minority  finds  this  type  of  accommodation  suitable  for 
their  needs, 

10  houses  were  surveyed  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  a reduction  of  30  families 
from  an  original  number  of  97  families  occupying  20  houses  so 
far  dealt  with. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

One  house  was  demolished  in  a Slum  Clearance  Area.  There 
are  now  5 registered  premises  providing  accommodation  for  234  mer^  , 

There  are  no  lodging  houses  for  women. 

58  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  during  the  year. 

Most  are  conducted  in  a reasonable  manner  but  one  house 
continues  to  be  used  by  the  rougher  type  of  lodger  and  gives 
rise  to  some  difficulties.  Constant  attention  must  be  given 
to  this  house  to  maintain  a reasonable  standard. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT 


The  main  effort  has  been  in  the  establishment  of  Smoke  Control 
Areas  involving  4,250  visits  and  inspections  of  various  kinds. 
Three  Orders  are  in  operation  covering  1,176  acres  and  containing 
6,628  buildings.  Two  further  Orders  were  made  by  the  Council  but 
the  Minister’s  confirmation  had  not  been  received  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  These  orders  will  cover  a further  592  acres.  Only 
54  buildings  are  involved,  the  areas  being  land  to  be  developed 
in  the  near  future. 

Area  No,  1 Voodchurch 

During  the  year  additional  building  of  private  and 
Corporation  owned  houses  has  considerably  increased  the  number  of 
houses  subject  to  smoke  control  in  this  area.  Periodic 
inspections  in  the  area  have  shown  a number  of  smoke  emissions 
and  18  letters  have  been  sent  to  offending  tenants  and  two  to 
industrial  premises.  The  cause  of  offence  was  in  most  cases  due 
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to  burning  bituminous  coal  and  in  others  due  to  lighting  fires 
with  wood  or  to  the  burning  of  rubbish. 

A Supermarket  in  the  area  was  found  to  be  selling  pre-packed 
coal  and  a letter  was  sent  to  the  Owners  requesting  a cessation 
of  this  practice.  This  resulted  in  real  improvement. 

Area  No.  2 Bidston 


The  Order  for  this  area  has  been  in  force  since  1st  July, 
1963jand  periodic  inspections  in  the  area  revealed  a number  of 
smoke  emissions  from  domestic  chimneys.  The  burning  of 
bituminous  coal  was  the  cause  of  the  majority  of  smoke  emissions, 
and  the  rest  were  due  to  lighting  the  fires  with  sticks  and 
paper.  As  a result  24  offenders  were  reported  to  the  Health 
Committee  and  a warning  letter  sent  to  each  offender.  In  3 
cases  a second  offence  was  observed  and  the  Town  Clerk  sent 
warning  letters  threatening  legal  action. 

Excessive  smoke  from  a factory  chimney  was  observed  on  one 
occasion  and  following  representations  the  firm  concerned 
fitted  a smoke  indicator  alarm  system. 

A model  yacht  lake  and  grounds  belonging  to  the  Corporation 
was  the  scene  of  voluminous  smoke  due  to  the  burning  of  long 
grass  after  it  had  been  cut.  While  the  burning  is  only  an 
offence  if  the  smoke  causes  nuisance  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
neighbourhood,  it  was  pointed  out  that  as  householders  were  not 
allowed  to  make  smoke  this  created  a bad  example  and  other  means 
of  disposal  should  be  found. 

Area  No.  3 St.  James 


The  Order  for  this  area  was  due  to  come  into  force  on  the 
1st  July,  1964,  but  due  to  the  large  amount  of  adaptation  to 
fireplaces,  both  Corporation  and  private,  not  completed  by  that 
date,  the  operation  of  the  Order  was  deferred  until  the 
1st  December,  1964.  At  this  later  date  the  work  was  almost 
complete  but  a few  adaptations  were  still  outstanding.  A fair 
number  of  householders  continued  to  burn  coal,  mainly  stocks 
left  over,  but  several  small  shops,  despite  promises  not  to 
sell  pre-packed  coal  after  the  1st  December,  continued  to  do  so. 
Up  to  the  end  of  the  year,  visits  were  made  and  verbal  warnings 
given  to  householders  emitting  smoke  from  their  chimneys  and 
the  position  improved.  Some  two  months  before  the  operative  date 
a letter  was  sent  to  each  tenant  advising  on  the  appropriate 
fuels  and  the  new  operative  date.  The  Inspectors  have  visited 
the  various  premises  to  inspect  the  work. 

Area  No.  4 Claughton 

This  area  was  surveyed  in  1963  and  at  the  end  of  1964,  due 
to  the  extra  cost  involved  under  the  new  regulations.  The 
matter  is  still  under  consideration. 

Area  No.  5 Upton 

The  survey  of  this  area  comprising  281  acres  and 
approximately  1,010  properties  was  completed  during  the  early 
months  of  the  year  and  no  further  progress  has  been  made. 
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Area  No.  13  Fender  Valley 

The  survey  of  this  area  comprising  418  acres  and  53  premises 
was  carried  out  during  the  summer  months.  It  is  mainly  open 
land  about  to  be  developed  and,  in  this  way,  all  new  property  will 
be  fitted  with  the  appropriate  appliances.  The  order  was  made  on 
the  11th  November  and  is  awaiting  confirmation  by  the  Minister. 

Area  No.  14  Ford 


The  survey  of  this  area,  comprising  174  acres  and  only  one 
farmhouse,  was  also  carried  out  during  the  summer.  As  in  the 
previous  case  it  is  open  land  about  to  be  developed.  This  order 
was  made  on  the  11th  November  and  awaits  confirmation. 

Industrial 


General  observations  are  made  from  time  to  tim.e  and  there 
appears  to  be  little  cause  for  complaint. 


Clean  Air  Act,  1956 

Number  of  complaints  17 
Number  of  observations  made  . 26 
Number  of  visits  to  factories  37 
Number  of  other  visits  29 
Number  of  visits  to  ships  2 
Number  of  Smoke  Control  Area  Visits  4893 


The  complaints  were  mainly  of  a minor  character  and  have 
been  satisfactorily  dealt  with. 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956 

Notifications  of  installation  of  f urnac es ( Sec : 3 ) 5 

Prior  approval  of  new  furnace  installation  (Sec:3)  Nil 

New  chimney  height  approved  (Sec; 10)  3 

Railways 

There  is  a slow  improvement  in  smoke  emissions  due  mainly 
to  the  gradual  replacement  of  the  steam  locomotives  by  the  diesel 
locomotives . 

Shipping 

Little  attention  can  be  given  to  this  work,  but  two 
complaints  of  very  bad  smoke  emissions  were  received  and  as  a 
result  of  the  Inspector’s  informal  action  in  each  case,  the 
emissions  were  immediately  stopped. 


58 


National  Survey  of  Air  Pollution 


The  four  stations  have  been  in  operation  since  December  1961. 

The  amount  of  smoke  present  in  the  air  is  assessed  from  the 
depth  of  the  stain  on  the  filter  paper  by  means  of  an  electric 
ref lec tometer  and  is  given  as  microgrammes  of  smoke  per  cubic 
metre  of  air. 

The  sulphur-dioxide  present  is  absorbed  by  a solution  of 
hydrogen  peroxide  and  by  analysis  the  amount  of  sulphur-dioxide 
can  be  ascertained  and  is  given  as  microgrammes  per  cubic  metre 
of  air. 

This  survey  gives  a daily  record  of  the  amount  of  smoke 
and  sulphur-dioxide  present  in  the  air  in  the  vicinity  of  each 


station , 

vi  z : - 

1 . 

Tranmere  Abattoir 

- 

an  industrial  area 

2. 

Central  Library 

- 

a densely  built  up 
residential  area 

3. 

Water  Tower, 

Hill  Road 

- 

a lightly  built  up 
residential  area 

4. 

Woodchurch  Estate 

_ 

a clean  air  zone 

This  is  part  of  a National  Survey  and  will  enable 
comparisons  to  be  made  with  other  parts  of  the  country  both 
industrial,  urban  and  rural.  The  results  of  a few  years 
observations  will  also  show  what  improvement,  if  any,  is  taking 
plac  e . 


The  following  graphs  show  the  degree  of  smoke  pollution 
and  concentration  of  sulphur-dioxide  at  each  of  the  four  stations 
in  the  three  years  of  operation.  For  simplicity  the  daily 
readings  have  been  calculated  as  weekly  averages  and  clearly  show 
the  difference  in  intensity  of  smoke  pollution  in  industrial  and 
densely  built  up  residential  areas  as  at  Tranmere  Abattoir  and 
the  Central  Library  as  compared  with  a sparsely  built  up  area 
around  Hill  Road  Water  Tower  and  the  Voodchurch  Housing  Estate 
which  became  a clean  air  zone  on  the  1st  July,  1962. 


WOODCHURCH  WATER  TOWER  CENTRAL  TRANMERE 

estate  , HILL  ROAD  ^ LIBRARY  i ABATTOIR 


AIR  pollution  survey 

AVERAGE  WEEKLY  CONCENTRATION 

OF  SULPHUR  PI- OXIDE 


air  pollution  survey 
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EXTERMINATION  OF  PESTS 


Rats  and  Mice 


(a)  In  Severs  Treatment  of  the  sewer  system  has  been 

continued  during  the  year. 

Unfortunately  due  to  labour  difficulties 
only  a single  treatment  was  possible 
instead  of  the  two  complete  treatments 
given  in  previous  years. 


No.  of  manholes  baited  2657 

No.  of  ”partial"takes  recorded  247 

No.  of  ’'complete'’takes  recorded  811 

No.  of  manholes  "test  baited"  267 

(b)  In  surface  premises 

Noo  of  premises  inspected  934 

No.  of  premises  found  to  be  infested 
with  rats  or  mice  724 

No.  of  treatments  by  rodent  operator  695 

Total  number  of  visits  by  rodent  operator  2628 

Total  number  of  visits  by  Public  Health 
Inspectors  1025 

Insect  Pests 

No,  of  houses  involved  100 

No.  of  rooms  treated  275 

Other  premises  Nil 

Verminous  articles  treated  Nil 

Verminous  persons  cleansed  9 


A nominal  charge  is  made  for  this  work. 

22  occupiers  of  36  premises  retain  the  services  of  the  rodent 
operator  to  make  regular  visits  to  their  premises  throughout  the 
year  to  keep  them  free  from  rats,  mice  and  insect  pests. 

Disinfection 


11  rooms  in  2 houses  were  disinfected  during  the  year. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  the  disinfection  of  2 lots  of 
bedding . 

BIRKENHEAD  CORPORATION  ACT  1881.  Section  90  - PIG  KEEPING 

No  new  applications  for  permission  to  keep  pigs  were 
received. 

One  pig  keeper  discontinued. 

There  are  now  24  pig-keepers  in  the  Borough. 
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THEATRES,  MUSIC  HALLS  AND  CINEMAS 

9 visits  were  made  during  the  year.  These  premises  are 
normally  well  conducted  and  defects  speedily  remedied  by  the 
proprietors . 

PHARMACY  AND  POISONS  ACT,  1933 

The  department  is  responsible  for  the  issue  of  licences  to 
persons,  other  than  pharmacists,  who  sell  by  retail  those  poisons 


set  out  in  Part  II  of  the  Poisons  List. 

New  Licences  issued  during  the  year  7 
Licences  renewed  during  the  year  144 
Change  of  address  Nil 
No.  of  visits  to  shops  574 
Improper  storage  of  poisons  remedied  2 
Not  registered  as  a licensed  seller  1 


THE  RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT  1951 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act  the 
undermentioned  premises  have  been  included  in  the  Statutory 
Regi s t er . 

Premises  licensed  for  the  manufacture  and 

storage  of  Rag  Flock  Nil 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 

new  upholstery  3 

8 visits  of  inspection  were  made  and  the  undermentioned 
samples  were  submitted  to  the  prescribed  analysts  for  analysis 


Passed 

Failed 

Total 

Rag  Flock 

1 

- 

1 

Cotton  Felt 

1 

“ 

1 

Hair  Mixture 

1 

- 

1 

Coir  Fibre 

1 

1 

Black  Fibre 

1 

- 

1 

5 

_ 

5 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES 


No  applications  for  the  establishment  of  new  trades  were 
received . 


7 visits  of  inspection  were  made. 
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NOISE  ABATEMENT 

84  visits  were  paid  in  connection  with  complaints  of  noise. 
None  of  the  complaints  was  of  a serious  nature.  ¥here  the 
nuisances  were  such  as  to  warrant  action  being  taken,  informal 
approach  to  the  person  causing  the  nuisance  was  sufficient  to 
obtain  a remedy. 

CARAVANS 


There  were  no  applications  to  place  caravans  on  land  within 
the  Borough. 

Complaints  were  received  in  respect  of  vans  used  by 
"tinkers'*  who  visit  the  town  from  time  to  time.  These  visits 
usually  last  2 to  4 days.  35  visits  were  made  to  these  sites 
during  the  year. 

THE  BIRKENHEAD  CORPORATION  ACT  1954 


Register  of  Barbers  and  Hairdressers 

New  registrations  during  the  year  11 

Number  on  register  at  end  of  year  178 

Number  of  visits  to  hairdressers  premises  24 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

This  Act  and  several  Orders  and  Regulations  made  by  the 
Minister  of  Labour  came  into  operation  during  the  year.  Their 
purpose  is  to  secure  the  health,  safety  and  welfare  of  persons 
employed  to  work  in  Offices,  Shops  and  certain  Railway  premises. 
Such  premises  must  now  be  registered  either  with  the  Local 
Authority  or  with  H.M,  Inspector  of  Factories.  It  is  the  duty 
of  the  Local  Authority  to  cause  the  premises  registered  with  them 
to  be  inspected  from  time  to  time  to  ensure  that  they  are  brought 
up  to  and  maintained  in  a reasonable  state  as  regards  the 
following  m.atters:- 

Cleanliness 

Overcrowding 

Maintenance  of  adequate  temperature 
Ventilation  and  lighting 

Provision  of  adequate  sanitary  conveniences  and  washing 
facilities 

Supply  of  drinking  water 
Accommodation  for  clothing 
Seating  facilities 

Facilities  for  eating  meals  on  the  premises 
Construction  of  floors,  passages  and  stairs 
Fencing  of  exposed  parts  of  machinery 

Exposure  of  young  persons  to  danger  in  cleaning  machines 
Training  and  supervision  of  persons  working  at  dangerous 
machines 

Prohibition  of  heavy  work 
Provision  of  first  aid  equipment 
Notification  of  accidents 
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The  Council  appointed  a technical  officer  to  work  whole  time 
on  the  administration  of  the  Act.  10  Public  Health  Inspectors 
are  also  authorised  officers  under  the  Act. 

From  experience  gained  in  the  short  time  following  the 
appointment  of  an  inspector,  it  is  quite  evident  that,  in  spite 
of  a certain  amount  of  national  publicity,  a large  number  of 
employers  are  unaware  of  their  obligations  under  the  Act.  Their 
premises  are  not  registered  and  do  not  usually  comply  with  the 
provisions  set  out  above.  All  premises  will  have  to  be  visited 
whether  registered  or  not  and  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
explained  to  the  employers. 

The  following  statistical  report  is  in  the  form  prescribed 
by  the  Minister  of  Labour. 


COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  BIRKENHEAD 
OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT ,1963 
ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY  ON  THEIR  PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  THE  ACT 
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TABLE  B - Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  registered  premises 


TABLE  C - ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN  REGISTERED  PREMISES  BY  WORKPLACE 
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No.  of  other  staff  employed  for  mos 
of  their  time  on  work  in  connection 
with  the  Act 


CONTRAVENTIONS 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1961. 


PART  I OF  THE  ACT 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 

(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspec- 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1 , 2,  3 , 4 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

25 

16 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

438 

205 

19 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers' premises) 

35 

41 

Total 

498 

262 

19 
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2,  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number 

■D  1 • 1 

of  cases 

r'arxicuJ.ars 

Referred 

in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

j 

(5) 

(6) 

¥ant  of  cleanliness 
(S.1 ) 

i 

1 

Overcrowding ( S • 2 ) 

- 

j 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (S.3) 

— 

_ 

_ 

Inadequate  venti- 
lation (S,4) 

_ 

Ineffective  drain- 
age of  floors  (S,6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

17 

16 

7 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

2 

2 

2 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Out-work) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

19 

18 

9 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 


Outwork 


(Sections  133  and  134) 


Section  133 

! 

1 

Section  134 

Nature 

of 

work 

No.  of 
out- 
workers 
in 

August 

list 

required 
by  Sect- 
ion 133 
(l)(c) 

No.  of 
cases 

of 

default 

in 

sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

No. of  i 
prose- 
cutions 1 
f or 

failure 

to 

supply 

lists 

No.  of  ! 

instances ' 
of  work 
in  un- 
whole- 
some i 

premises ' 

1 

1 

Notices 

served 

1 

Pros- 
ecut- 
i ons 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6)  ! 

; 1 

(7) 

1 

Wearing) Making 
Apparel)  etc 
)Clean- 
) ing 
) and 
) Vash- 
) ing 

6 

1 

i 

1 

1 

i 

[ 

i 

i 

TOTAL 

i 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I 


I 

I 
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MILK  SUPPLY 


The  high  standard  of  previous  years  has  been  maintained  by 
the  tv"o  dairies  situated  in  the  Borough.  They  process  and  bottle 
a total  of  about  24,000  gallons  a day  and  supply  the  major 
proportion  of  milk  sold  in  North  ¥irral.  Therefore,  supervision 
and  control  by  sampling  are  directed  mainly  at  these  tvo  places. 
The  details  given  later  show  that  satisfactory  results  were 
obtained . 

This  year  has  seen  the  start  of  a scheme  by  the  dairies  to 
supply  milk  only  in  cartons  for  sale  from  shops.  One  of  the 
reasons  behind  this  development  is  that  not  all  bottles  sold  from 
shops  are  rinsed  and  returned  quickly.  Often  following  a casual 
sale  they  are  discarded  or  improperly  used,  and  when  eventually 
returned  to  the  dairy  are  in  a very  bad  condition  and  cannot  be 
dealt  with  in  the  normal  bottle  washing  machine.' 

It  is  hoped  that  all  dairies  will  soon  be  in  a position  to 
supply-  cartoned  milk  to  these  shops. 

The  transport  of  milk  from  farms  to  the  processing  dairies  in 
bulk  tankers  has  continued  to  expand,  until  nearly  three 
quarters  of  the  milk  reaching  Birkenhead  is  carried  in  this  way. 
Although  this  lessens  the  control  over  milk  from  each 
individual  farm,  the  bulk  quality  has  so  far  been  satisfactory. 

The  numbers  of  registered  dairies  and  dairymen  and  of 
licences  issued  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations 
are  ; - 


No.  of  registered  dairies  43 

No.  of  registered  dairymen  313 

Dealers  licences  to  sell  pre-packed  milk  311 

Dealers  licences  to  bottle  Tuberculin 

Tested  Milk  1 

Processor*s  licences  to  pasteurise  milk  2 

Numbers  of  vifeits  to  dairymen’s  premises  305 

Bacteriological  examination  of  milk 


Samples  were  submitted  with  the  following  results 

Passed  Failed  Total 


Pasteurised  Milk 

69 

~ 

69 

Tuberculin  Tested 
Milk 

(Pasteurised) 

1 23 

3 

1 26 

Sterilised  Milk 

53 

- 

53 

Tuberculin  Tested 

mi  Ik 

19 

4 

23 

264 

7 

271 
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The  phosphatase  test  was  satisfactory  for  all  samples,  the 
failures  for  Tuberculin  Tested  and  Tuberculin  Tested 
(Pasteurised)  milk  being  in  respect  of  the  methylene  blue  test. 
All  seven  samples  which  failed  that  test  were  obtained  from  milk 
vending  machines.  There  are  now  5 of  these  machines  in  the 
Borough  and  while  there  is  some  reduction  in  the  percentage  of 
failures  it  is  again  an  indication  that  stocks  are  not  being 
turned  over  at  the  necessary  regular  frequent  intervals. 

Milk  Supplies  - Brucella  Abortus 

1 . Number  of  samples  of  raw  milk  examined  - Nil 

2.  Number  of  positive  samples  found  - Nil 

3.  Action  taken  in  respect  of  positive  samples  - None 

. All  milk  produced  from  farms  in  this  area  is  pasteurised. 
The  raw  milk  sold  in  the  Borough  is  bottled  on  farms  situated 
within  the  area  of  other  Local  Authorities.  In  these 
circumstances  there  is  little  point  in  sampling  from 
individual  bottles.  Sampling  is  carried  out  at  the  farms  by  the 
Cheshire  County  Authority. 

Chemical  Analysis  of  Milk 

205  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  analysis 

202  samples  were  reported  as  genuine. 

1 sample  was  reported  as  deficient  of  fat. 

1 sample  was  reported  as  deficient  of  fat  and 
naturally  deficient  of  non-fatty  solids. 

1 sample  contained  added  water. 

Of  the  genuine  samples  12  were  naturally  deficient  of 
non-fatty  solids.  In  those  cases  where  the  bulked  milk  was 
deficient,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  Advisory  Department 
was  asked  to  assist  in  improving  the  quality. 

All  the  samples  adversely  reported  upon  were  taken  in  the 
course  of  delivery  to  the  wholesale  dairies.  The  results  show 
a considerable  improvement  in  the  quality  of  milk  received  from 
farms,  as  compared  with  previous  years. 

In  the  cases  of  the  sample  deficient  in  fat  and  the  sample 
deficient  in  fat  and  also  naturally  deficient  of  non-fatty 
solids,  the  fat  content  of  other  churns  in  the  consignments  made 
up  for  the  deficiency  so  that  the  bulked  milk  from  each  farmer 
was  satisfactory^. 

The  sample  containing  added  water  was  an  informal  sample 
from  a consignment  of  3 churns.  The  amount  found  was  less  than 
1^.  Formal  samples  taken  some  days  later  were  all  naturally 
deficient  in  non-fatty  solids. 
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ICE  CREAM 


There  have  been  no  significant  changes  in  the  methods  of 
manufacture  and  distribution  of  ice  cream  in  the  Borough  during 
the  year. 

Details  of  the  premises  retained  on  the  Statutory  Register 


are  as  follows 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  Pasteurised 

Ice  Cream  14 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  Cold  Mix 

Ice  Cream  13 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  Lolly  Ices  only  8 

Premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream  and/or 

Lolly  Ices  605 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  premises  134 


66  samples  of  Ice  Cream  and  3 samples  of  Lolly  Ices  were 
submitted  for  Bacteriological  analysis  during  the  year  and 
reported  upon  as  follows 


Samples 

of 

Ice 

Cream 

placed 

in 

Grade 

I 

30 

M 

n 

11 

II 

II 

It 

Grade 

II 

18 

»» 

It 

II 

It 

It 

II 

Grade 

III 

1 1 

H 

If 

II 

It 

It 

It 

Grade 

IV 

7 

66 


The  Lolly  Ice  samples  were  satisfactory. 

The  majority  of  these  samples  were  taken  from  manufacturers 
in  the  Borough,  and  it  is  disappointing  to  note  that  2lfo  of  the 
samples  were  placed  in  Grades  III  or  IV.  Although  each 
manufacturer  states  that  a strict  cleansing  routine  is  carried 
out,  it  is  noted  that  if  samples  are  taken  from' a manufacturer 
at  infrequent  intervals,  a Grade  III  or  lY  sample  is  often 
obtained.  Invariably  following  detailed  investigation  and 
inspection,  then  Grade  I samples  are  obtained. 

For  a variety  of  reasons  it  has  not  been  possible  to  pay 
as  many  visits  to  premises  this  year,  and  the  results  of  the 
samples  taken  do  indicate  that  there  is  great  value  in  frequent 
visits  in  order  to  tighten  up  precautions. 

VATER  SUPPLY 

21  samples  of  drinking  water  were  taken  from  various  points 
within  the  Borough  for  Bacteriological  examination. 

The  reports  were  satisfactory  in  every  case. 
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PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 

40  samples  of  water  from  the  two  public  swim.ming  baths  in 
the  Borough  were  taken  for  Bacteriological  examination. 

The  results  were  uniformly  good  from  one  bath,  but  six 
unsatisfactory  results  were  obtained  from  the  other,  following 
the  installation  of  a new  chlorination  plant.  Afterwards  the 
samples  became  satisfactory. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955 


Analysis  of  Food  (other  than  Milk) 

A wide  variety  of  foods  and  drugs  were  sampled  during  the 
year.  A total  of  205  samples  (in  addition  to  the  205  milk 
samples  previously  referred  to  ) were  submitted  for  analysis 
to  the  Public  Analyst,  Tennyson  Harris  Esq.,  Ph.C.,  F.P.S., 
F.R.I.C.,  at  Manchester,  whose  help  and  co-operation  are 
gratefully  acknowledged. 

A sample  of  Shortcake  Mixture  contained  no  fat,  without 
which  it  is  impossible  to  make  a shortcake.  However,  the  label 
stated  that  "extra  ingredients  needed  - 3 ozs  butter",  and  it 
was  considered  that  this  statement  gave  the  purchaser 
sufficient  notice. 

An  informal  sample  of  Blackcurrant  Syrup  contained  only 
30^  by  weight  of  juice  instead  of  the  45^  required.  A formal 
sample  taken  later  was  found  to  be  of  the  required  standard. 

A number  of  foreign  substances  alleged  to  have  been  found 
in  food,  and  of  food  stated  to  be  unfit  for  consumption  by 
members  of  the  public,  were  also  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst  for 
examination.  In  some  cases  the  food  was  found  to  be  fit  for 
consumption  and  in  others  the  conditions  found  were  unusual  but 
not  harmful.  Examples  of  this  were  the  grey  matter  in  Potato 
Cakes  found  to  be  undercooked  potato;  the  white  material  on 
crheese  found  to  be  Calcium  Lactate,  a natural  ingredient;  and 
black  marks  on  canned  Iambus  tongues  found  to  be  a natural 
pigmentation.  Details  of  other  complaints  regarding  food 
purchased  by  members  of  the  public  are  given  in  the  following 
paragraph . 

Food  Complaints 

During  the  year  107  complaints  were  received  regarding 
food  alleged  to  be  unfit  for  consumption.  Most  alleged  that 
some  foreign  object  or  substance  was  found  in  the  food. 

This  number  is  considerably  more  than  that  received  in 
previous  years,  the  increase  being  most  marked  during  and  for 
some  time  after  the  Aberdeen  typhoid  outbreak.  Therefore,  it  is 
not  thought  that  there  has  been  any  serious  deterioration  in  the 
standards  of  processing  and  storage,  but  rather  a sudden 
appreciation  by  members  of  the  public  of  the  facilities  of  this 
department  and  the  increased  desire  that  food  should  be  handled 
so  as  to  reach  them  in  a satisfactory  condition. 
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All  complaints  were  investigated  with  the  retailers, 
manufacturers  and  importers.  In  the  majority  of  cases  some  fault 
in  manufacture  or  stock  rotation  was  indicated,  but  on  some 
occasions  it  was  difficult  to  establish  whether  the  food  was  in 
the  alleged  condition  at  the  time  of  purchase. 

Fourteen  complaints  were  received  of  milk  being  supplied  in 
dirty  bottles,  two  of  these  being  in  respect  of  school  milk. 

Three  complaints  were  made  about  foreign  objects  in  milk  - two 
concerning  straw  and  chaff  in  farm  bottled  milk,  the  other  being 
the  discovery  of  a white  plastic  toy  in  a pint  bottle.  In 
addition  3 complaints  were  received  from  schools  of  badly 
damaged  bottles  being  delivered.  This  resulted  in  glass 
fragments  falling  into  the  milk  when  the  foil  caps  were  removed. 

An  unusual  bitter  taste  in  farm  bottled  milk  caused  the  last 
complaint.  This  vas  found  to  be  due  to  the  presence  of  a small 
quantity  of  detergent.  In  all  cases  the  bottlers  of  the  milk 
were  cautioned. 

Bread,  confectionery  and  cereal  products  gave  rise  to 
thirty-four  complaints.  Bread  and  cakes  affected  with  mould 
were  responsible  for  twelve  incidents  and  loaves  stained  with 
oil  or  grease  from  bakery  machinery  for  three  complaints.  Spider 
beetles  were  discovered  in  packets  of  biscuits  on  two  occasions, 
as  were  wasps  on  fruit  tarts.  Also  found  in  a currant  tart  was 
part  of  an  insect  alleged  to  be  a cockroach,  later  identified  as 
a ground  beetle.  Insects  were  stated  to  have  been  found  in  a 
currant  bun  and  a packet  of  breakfast  cereal,  and  on  two 
occasions  moths  were  found  adhering  to  the  outside  of  fruit 
loaves . 

A 4 oz  weight  was  found  in  a piece  of  cake,  a piece  of  wood 
in  a scone,  a piece  of  green  pea  in  a loaf,  a sliver  of  metal 
in  a biscuit,  a small  piece  of  glass  in  a walnut  cake,  a small 
stone  in  a fruit  malt  loaf,  a piece  of  plastic  covered  wire  in 
a mince  pie  and  dirt  under  the  pastry  case  of  a tart.  Flies  were 
alleged  to  have  been  found  in  crevices  in  bread  on  two  occasions, 
but  in  one  of  these  cases  it  was  later  admitted  that  a child  in 
the  family  concerned  had  placed  the  insect  there  as  a ’’joke”. 

Twenty-nine  complaints  were  received  about  various  meat 
products.  Found  to  be  affected  with  mould  were  six  meat  pies, 
a cornish  pasty  and  a sausage  roll.  Three  packets  of  sausages 
were  found  to  be  sour  and  mouldy  as  was  a pack  of  black 
puddings.  Bacon  was  found  to  be  infested  with  maggots  on  two 
occasions  and  a wrapped  pack  of  minced  meat  was  similarly  affected. 
A piece  of  belly  pork,  a shoulder  of  lamb,  a chicken  and  a fowl 
were  stated  to  be  decomposing  the  day  after  purchase  but  their 
state  at  the  time  of  sale  could  not  be  established.  A portion 
of  cooked  chicken  was  found  to  have  an  offensive  smell,  which  was 
considered  to  be  due  to  the  fact  that  the  bird  had  not  been 
properly  ’’drawn”  before  cooking.  Sliced  pork  and  tongue  was 
alleged  to  be  unfit  on  the  same  afternoon  as  purchased,  but  the 
same  meat  on  the  market  stall  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Pre-wrapped  bacon  was  said  to  be  reasty  when  the  wrapper 
was  opened.  A spider  was  found  in  a black  pudding  and  cockroaches 
in  two  meat  pies.  A piece  of  wire  was  found  in  a mixture  of 
steak  and  kidney.  A complaint  that  canned  lamb  * s tongues  were 
unfit  because  of  black  markings  was  disproved  when  these  were 
founr]  to  be  due  to  natural  pigmentation. 
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A can  of  Dutch  Pork  Luncheon  Meat  was  found  to  be  decomposing 
when  opened  by  the  purchaser.  This  was  due  to  the  method  of 
fastening  the  opening  key  with  two  pegs  into  the  base  of  the  can. 
These  pegs  had  not  been  properly  sealed  off  and  the  gases  arising 
from  the  resulting  decomposition  had  been  able  to  escape  so  that 
the  can  did  not  *'blow*'  and  become  obviously  unsound.  This  case 
was  referred  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

A small  can  of  corned  beef  was  found  to  have  a smell  of 
paraffin  when  opened.  The  Public  Analyst  stated  that  40  p.p.m. 
of  paraffin  was  present  in  the  meat.  The  can  appeared  sound  and 
it  could  only  be  inferred  that  there  were  some  minute  defects 
in  the  seams,  which  allowed  paraffin  to  be  drawn  into  the  can 
from  an  unknown  source. 

Frozen  foods  in  a mouldy  or  sour  condition  resulted  in 
five  complaints.  They  were  puff  pastry,  fish  fingers,  peas, 
beans  and  beefburgers.  Investigations  indicated  that  the  frozen 
food  cabinet  had  been  overloaded  at  some  time,  resulting  in 
the  packets  being  above  the  freeze  line  so  that  they  partially 
thawed  out  and  then  were  re-frozen. 

Other  complaints  received  were  as  follows  a can  of 
evaporated  milk  pierced  by  two  holes  due  to  a free  gift  being 
stapled  to  the  can;  glass  in  imported  jams;  prepacked  cheese 
affected  by  mould  and  imported  cheese  containing  a fly;  wasps 
in  a tin  of  imported  pineapples;  two  cases  of  margarine  being 
affected  by  mould;  a razor  blade  was  said  to  have  been  found  in 
a lettuce;  steel  wool  fibres  found  on  the  cheese  filling  of  a 
sandwich;  small  flies  on  the  salmon  filling  of  a bread  roll  and 
a large  sliver  of  glass  on  the  filling  of  a salad  roll  due  to 
the  breaking  of  a glass  shop  fitting;  a piece  of  imported 
chocolate  was  affected  by  mould;  herrings  were  stated  to  be 
unfit  shortly  after  purchase;  a tin  labelled  cream  was  found 
to  contain  rusty  water,  (this  was  thought  to  be  due  to  an 
error  at  the  filling  factory) ; and  a Christmas  pudding  was 
found  to  contain  small  beetles  and  larvae. 

Some  cases  could  not  be  dealt  with  because  the  alleged 
condition  was  not  found  or  the”foreign  object”  turned  out  to  be 
something  natural  to  the  food.  This  was  the  case  in  complaints 
that  canned  rice  pudding  was  sour,  fried  fish  was  unfit  and  an 
insect  was  found  in  potato  crisps.  The  insect  was  found  to  be  a 
piece  of  burnt  crisp. 

Investigation  of  these  complaints  involves  visits  to, 
interviews  and  correspondence  with  complainants,  retailers, 
wholesalers  and  manufacturers  and  it  will  be  appreciated 
therefore  that  a great  deal  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Inspector's 
time  is  taken  up  in  this  way. 
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Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  as  follows 
FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955.  Sec; 2. 


Selling  sausages  which  were  sour  and  mouldy 

11  H tf  »l  M t»  f» 

Selling  mouldy  pork  pie 

Selling  meat  pie  containing  a cockroach 

Selling  mouldy  meat  and  potato  pasty 

Selling  Christmas  pudding  infested  with 

insects  and  larvae  and 


Fine  £ 30. 

Fine  £ 20. 

Fine  £ 50. 

Fine  £ 5. 

Fine  £100. 

Fine  £ 10. 
Costs  £ 5. 


0.  0 

0.  0 

0.  0 

0.  0 

0.  0 

0.  0 
5.  0 


LIQUID  EGG  (PASTEURISATION)  REGULATIONS  1963. 

1 .  ) Number  of  egg  pasteurisation  plants  - None 

2. )  Number  of  samples  submitted  to  - 10 

Alpha-Amylase  test 

No  reports  as  to  the  result  of  the  test  were  given 
regarding  the  first  7 samples,  because  the  Public  Health  Laborator;; 
concerned  wished  to  gain  experience  in  the  test  before  issuing 
official  results.  They  were  free  from  salmonella  organisms. 

The  last  3 samples  were  submitted  to  the  Alpha-Amylase  test  and 
were  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 


3.)  Comments  on  Administration  - 


Before  the  operative  date  of  the  Regulations  a number  of 
bakeries  were  using  raw  liquid  egg  from  a local  packing  station. 
Visits  were  made  to  ensure  that  this  practice  ceased  and  the 
packing  station  now  deep  freezes  any  liquid  egg  which  it  obtains 
from  breakages  and  this  is  sent  away  for  pasteurisation. 


Some  bakeries  use  shell  eggs  from  time  to  time  and  the 
provisions  of  the  Regulations  relating  to  time  and  temperature  of 
liquid  egg  removed  from  the  shell  have  been  explained  but  it  is 
impracticable  to  ensure  that  these  provisions  are  complied  with  at 
all  times. 

FOOD  HYGIENE. 


This  work  is  carried  out  by  a Food  Inspector  and  six  district 
inspectors,  there  being  no  specialist  Food  Hygiene  Inspector.  Some 
2,379  visits  were  paid  during  the  year  to  food  premises  of  all 
types.  In  addition,  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
shops,  canteens  etc.,  were  visited  to  ensure  that  certain  specific 
packings  of  corned  beef  were  withdrawn  from  sale  following  an 
outbreak  of  typhoid  fever,  the  cause  of  which  was  attributed  to 
the  consumption  of  corned  beef.  This  involved  a further  1,667 
visits.  It  was  found  that  these  specified  packings  had  not  been 
distributed  in  the  Borough. 
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One  of  the  main  problems  in  retail  shops  is  to  secure  the 
proper  storage  and  rotation  of  stocks  of  pre-packed  food, 
particularly  those  foods  with  a limited  shelf  life.  As  it  has 
not  been  found  practicable  to  mark  perishable  food  with  a date 
stamp  indicating  the  latest  time  of  consumption,  retailers  are 
asked  to  use  a simple  code  of  their  own  devising  to  ensure  that 
goods  first  received  are  first  sold.  Refrigerated  storage  and 
cold  display  shelves  are  advocated.  Deep  freeze  cabinets  are 
found  to  be  stacked  above  the  load  line  allowing  some  packs  to 
become  partially  thawed.  Defrosting  of  the  older  type  of  cabinet 
and  efficient  maintenance  is  essential. 

The  following  premises  are  registered  under  the  provisions 
laid  down  in  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Fish  Fryers  92 

Fish  Fryers  and  chicken  roasters  3 

Butchers  manufacturing  sausages  50 

Butchers  manufacturing  sausages  25 

and  cooked  meats 

Ham  boiling  2 

Grocers  manufacturing  cooked  meats  6 

Pickle  manufacturers  2 

I Chicken  roasters  10 

Meat  products  factories  4 
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Premises  registered  under  the  provisions  laid  down  in  the 
Birkenhead  Corporation  Act,  1954 


(SecilOl)  1 
(Sec;102)  57 
(Sec:103)  39 


Notification  of  new  food  premises 

Food  hawkers  and  their  premises 

Vendors  of  shell  fish  and  their 
premises 


During  the  year  79  written  notices  and  48  verbal  notices  were 
given  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  covering  221  separate 
items . 
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Summary  of  Inspections  and  Defects  remedied . 


Shops 

Cafes 

Canteens 

Food 

Preparing 

Premises 

Licensed 

Premises 

Stalls 

Totals 

Number  of  premises 

889 

145 

199 

151 

116 

1 500 

Number  of  inspect- 
i ons 

1156 

320 

289 

222 

392 

2379 

Defects  and  Contraventions  remedied. 

Water  supply  to 
food  room  cut  off 
from  V.C. 

1 

1 

1 

Walls,  floors, 
ceilings,  doors, 
windows 
(a)  repaired 

17 

1 

4 

6 

1 

28 

(b)  cleansed 

10 

- 

3 

2 

- 

15 

Accumulation  of 
refuse  removed 

1 

3 

6 

1 

- 

1 1 

Cleanliness  of 
persons,  utensils, 
clothing 

1 

1 

2 

Wash-basins 

provided 

4 

1 

- 

1 

- 

6 

Sinks  provided 
or  renewed 

10 

1 

2 

- 

- 

13 

Hot  and  cold 
water  supplies 
provided 

8 

2 

5 

15 

Towels,  soap 
etc . , provided 

5 

1 

- 

- 

6 

jt^rotection  from 
contamination 
of  food 

11 

2 

4 

1 

2 

20 

Contravention 
of  local 

Bye-laws 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Name  and 

address 

displayed 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

68 

1 1 

26 

13 

3 

121 

79 


JNSOUND  FOOD. 


The  inspection  of  food  in  shops,  warehouses,  canteens,  etc., 
^■as  carried  out  by  all  the  public  health  inspectors.  All 
condemned  food  was  collected  and  disposed  of  - mainly  by  tipping 
)n  the  Corporation  tip  - under  supervision.  The  following  list 
shows  the  types  and  quantities  of  food  dealt  with. 


banned  and  Bottled  Goods 


Meat 

2266 

Fruit  and  Vegetables 

9701 

Fish 

837 

Soup 

532 

Milk 

921 

Preserves 

144 

Puddings 

76  5 

Frozen  Foods 

2302 

pkt  s 

[lake,  Biscuits 

60 

lbs 

Cereals 

275 

lbs 

yoffee.  Cocoa,  Tea 

7 

lbs 

/hocolate 

5 

lbs 

^ggs 

6 

doz 

^ats 

463 

lbs 

?'ruit,  Vegetables,  Nuts 

2334 

lbs 

leat,  bacon 

379 

lbs 

lilk,  Cream 

59 

lbs 

Poultry 

156 

lbs 

i^ickles,  Sauces 

589 

lbs 

shell  Fish 

150 

lbs 

sugar 

23 

lbs 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


(Report  of  the  Chief  Meat  Inspector) 

The  effect  of  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  1963  vas  to 
impose,  for  the  first  time,  a legal  responsibility  on  all  Local 
Authorities  to  arrange  for  the  inspection,  by  a qualified 
inspectorate,  of  every  animal  slaughtered  within  their  districts 
for  sale  for  human  consumption.  Birkenhead,  having  been  a 
slaughtering  centre  of  considerable  size  for  over  half  a century, 
had  long  since  developed  a separate  section  of  specialist  meat 
inspectors,  and  has  continued  to  operate  a hundred  per  cent 
inspection  despite  the  severe  strain  imposed  from  time  to  time 
during  extraordinarily  busy  periods. 

There  are  two  slaughtering  centres  in  the  town,  viz.,  ¥oodside 
Lairage  and  Tranmere  Abattoir,  and  the  total  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  in  1964  was  69,782,  compared  with  a total  slaughter  in 
1963  of  90,226  animals.  This  reflects,  in  part,  the  acute  world 
shortage  of  meat,  and,  in  part,  the  increased  competition  for  such 
livestock  as  are  available.  Thus  European  markets  have  absorbed 
large  numbers  of  Irish  cattle  and  sheep  which  may  otherwise  have 
been  available  to  the  English  meat  trade.  At  Voodside  Lairage 
the  sheep  and  lamb  trade  which  was  so  flourishing  less  than  ten 
years  ago  is  now  virtually  non-existent  owing  to  the  economic 
factors  arising  from  the  importation  of  lamb  carcases  slaughtered 
in  the  many  abattoirs  which  have  been  built  in  Ireland  during 
recent  years.  The  decreased  output  from  slaughterhouses  has  been 
general  throughout,  the  country,  and  the  meat  industry  has  entered 
a difficult  phase.  High  prices  have  engendered  consumer  resistance 
to  decrease  still  further  the  virility  of  the  trade. 

The  principal  Acts  and  Regulations  which  enable  the  Meat 
Inspection  Staff  to  exercise  its  powers  of  inspection  and  to 
maintain  supervision  of  meat  supplies  are  - 

Birkenhead  Corporation  Act  1954 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 
Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  1958 
Slaughterhouses  Act  1958 

Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations  1958 

Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regs.  1958 

Meat  (Staining  and  Sterilisation)  Regulations  I960 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  1960 

Food  Hygiene  (Docks,  Carriers  etc.)  Regulations  I960 

Meat  Inspection  Regulations  1963. 

MEAT  INSPECTION  REGULATIONS  1963 . 

During  the  year  a total  of  69,782  animals  were  slaughtered 
within  the  Borough. 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep  & Lambs 

Pigs 

23,148 

62 

36,247 

10,325 

All  were  subjected  to  ante-mortem  and  post-mortem  inspection. 
The  following  table  represents  a summary  of  the  results  of  the 
post-mortem  inspections  of  the  various  classes  of  livestock. 
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Cattle 

r 1 1 

Calves  1 

j 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

No.  Slaughtered 

23148 

62  ! 

1 

36247 

10325 

No.  Inspected 

•23148 

62  i 

1 

36247 

10325 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticerci- 
whole  carcases  condemned 

26 

5 

91 

57 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

7661 

5 i 

i 

9 566  ■ 

3878 

Percentage  of  the  No. 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci 

33. 1?^ 

9.5% 

26. 

I 

37.5" 

Tuberculosis  only  - 
Whole  carcase  condemned 

3 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

88 

2 

Nil  i 

116 

Percentage  of  the  No. 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

0.33/0 

3.3?'o 

Nil 

1 .2% 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

10 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration 

10 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Weight  of  condemned  carcases  and  portions  17  tons  10  cwts . 
Weight  of  condemned  offal  and  portions  48  tons  9 cwts. 
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The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  at  Voodside  Lairage  and 


Tranmere  Abattoir 

during  the 

year  was  as 

follows , 

Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Voodside  Lairage 

17570 

3587 

75 

Tranmere  Abattoir 

5578 

62 

32660 

10250 

Totals 

23148 

62 

36247 

10325 

VOODSIDE  LAIRAGE . 


Voodside  Lairage  is  owned  by  the  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour 
Board,  and  for  over  eighty  years  has  represented  the  largest  and 
most  complete  establishment  for  the  landing,  inland  transit, 
slaughtering,  and  disposal  of  animals  from  abroad.  Construction 
began  in  1879,  and  the  facilities  were  enlarged  and  improved  from 
time  to  time  during  subsequent  years.  The  first  cattle  to  be 
imported  were  from  U.S.A.  and  before  the  end  of  the  century  cattle 
had  been  brought  to  Birkenhead  from  many  parts  of  the  world 
including  North  Africa,  Portugal,  Canada,  Spain,  Sierra  Leone, 

South  America,  and  Norway.  In  the  early  years  of  this  century 
cattle  were  also  brought  from  Canada  and  Australia,  and  sheep  from 
Iceland.  It  was  not  until  1912  that  Irish  cattle  came  to  Voodside, 
and  now  importations  are  almost  entirely  from  Eire  and  Northern 
Ireland,  with  a small  number  from  the  Isle  of  Man. 

Voodside  Lairage  occupies  half  a mile  of  water-front  and 
covers  twenty-four  acres.  It  possesses  its  own  rail-tracks  and 
its  own  blocks  of  offices  for  meat  traders,  shipping  companies, 
rail  and  road  transport,  and  administrative  and  technical  staffs. 
There  are  maintenance  shops  and  a refrigerating  plant.  Twenty- 
three  large  refrigerated  chambers  are  at  the  disposal  of  the  meat 
traders . 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  carcases  and  part 
carcases  condemned  at  Voodside,  both  for  tuberculosis  and  for 
conditions  other  than  tuberculosis. 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Vhole  carcases  condemned 
for  tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Part  carcases  condemned 
for  tuberculosis 

13 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

No.  of  carcases  of 
which  some  organ  was 
condemned  for  tuberculosis 

59 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Percentage  of  the  No. 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

0.3?S 

Nil 

Nil 

2.6?5 
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Total  weight  of  carcase  meat  condemned 
for  tuberculosis  2 tons  1 cvts. 


Total  weight  of  offal  condemned  for 
tuberculosis  1 5 cwts. 


Cattle 

! 

Calves 

i Sheep  & 
Lamb  s 

h 

! I'igs 

i 

Vhole  carcases  condemned 
for  conditions  nther  than 
tuberculosis 

1 1 

Nil 

14 

I 

i 7 

Part  of  carcases  condemned 
for  ditto 

178 

1 

Nil 

24 

i 

Total  weight  of  carcase  meat  condemned 


for  conditions 

other 

than  tuberculosis 

6 

tons 

1 c wt . 

Total  weight  of 
ditto 

offal 

condemned  for 

26 

tons 

1 cvt . 

FRANMERE  ABATTOIR . 


The  foundation  stone  of  Tranmere  Abattoir  was  laid  in  1886. 
The  abattoir  is  situated  on  a busy  main  road  in  an  industrial 
irea  and  has  no  opportunity  of  expansion  and  development.  Until 
1962  it  was  administered  as  a Public  Abattoir  by  the  Corporation, 
ind  in  July  of  that  year  it  passed  under  lease  to  the  Fatstock 
yiarketing  Corporation.  Despite  its  age,  the  abattoir  is  able  to 
cope  with  the  demands  made  upon  it  as  a slaughtering  and 
distributing  centre  for  the  Virral  area.  The  carved  stone  animal 
heads  over  the  facade  of  the  main  entrance  and  on  the  pediments  of 
the  main  buildings  are  unlikely  ever  to  be  reproduced  on  any 
modern  abattoir. 

The  following  tables  are  a summary  of  condemnations  at 
Tranmere  Abattoir  together  with  percentage  figures  of  the 
incidence  of  tuberculosis  and  conditions  other  than  tuberculosis. 
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i 

Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
for  tuberculosis 

3 

2 

' Nil 

Nil 

Part  carcases  condemned  for 
tuberculosis 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

114 

No.  of  carcases  of  which 
some  organ  was  condemned 
for  tuberculosis 

29 

2 

Nil 

114 

Percentage  of  the  No. 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

O.S^'o 

3.3f» 

Nil 

1 .i/» 

Total  weight  of  carcase  meat  condemned 
for  tuberculosis  1 ton  2 cwts. 


Total  weight  of  offal  condemned  for 
tuberculosis  12  cwts. 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
for  conditions  other  than 
tuberculosis 

17 

5 

77 

50 

Part  carcases  condemned 
for  ditto 

28 

5 

45 

190 

Total  weight  of  carcase  meat  condemned 
for  conditions  other  than  tuberculosis  8 tons  6 cwts. 


Total  weight  of  offal  condemned  for  ->14.  -i  4. 

, , , ^ 21  tons  1 cwt 

ditto 
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INCIDENCE  OF  BOVINE  TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  found  in  cattle  continues 
to  decrease,  e.g.  88  cases  in  1964  compared  with  195  cases  in  1963. 
Irish  cattle  showed  a figure  of  only  0.3%  in  1964  compared  with 
0.7%  in  1963.  The  figure  of  0.5%  among  the  home-produced  cattle 
slaughtered  at  Tranmere  Abattoir  is  not  truly  representative  as  it 
is  largely  composed  of  cattle  found  to  have  reacted  to  the  Tuber- 
culin Test  and  sent  for  slaughter  under  the  Tuberculosis  (Slaughter 
of  Reactors)  Order  1950. 

EMERGENCY  SLAUGHTER . 


During  the  year  14  animals  were  received  into  Tranmere  Abat- 
toir for  emergency  slaughter.  Of  these,  four  carcases  were  totally 
condemned  while  in  the  other  cases  it  was  necessary  to  condemn  only 
part  of  the  carcases  or  the  offal, 

IMPORTED  MEAT. 


Check  inspections  of  imported  meat  in  Wholesale  Depots  were 
made  during  the  year.  In  all  104  visits  were  paid  to  Wholesale 
Depots  and  as  a result  of  inspections  10  cwts.  of  carcase  meat, 

1 cwt.  of  offal,  14  tins  of  cooked  meat  weighing  60  lbs.,  and  32 
poultry  carcases  weighing  2 cwts.  were  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  and  were  surrendered  by  the  owners. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  (HYGIENE)  REGULATIONS  1958. 

Periodic  inspections  are  made  by  the  Chief  Meat  Inspector 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Order,  and  an  annual  inspection  is 
carried  out  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  under  the  supervisory 
powers  of  the  principal  Act. 

Woodside  Lairage.  Hot  water  is  provided  to  hand-washing  basins 
and  showers  for  the  use  of  slaughtermen  and  ancillary  workers, 
and  there  is  adequate  sanitary  accommodation.  Individual  lockers 
are  provided  in  the  changing  room  for  the  use  of  all  engaged  in 
the  handling  of  meat,  and  clean  protective  clothing,  provided  by 
the  employers,  is  issued  to  slaughtermen  and  meat  porters  each 
week.  Three  sterilisers  are  fixed  at  convenient  points  for  the 
cleansing  of  slaughtering  tools  and  implements  after  use,  A high 
standard  of  cleanliness  is  maintained  and  each  year  slaughter- 
houses, passages,  cooling  halls  and  lairages  are  treated  through- 
out with  limewash  or  bitumastic  paint  as  appropriate. 

Tranmere  Abattoir.  A vertical  cross-tube  boiler  provides  hot 
water  to  hand-washing  basins  in  the  slaughterhouses,  the  ablution 
point,  the  mess-room  and  the  changing-room.  There  is  a heated 
drying-room  with  individual  lockers  for  outdoor  clothing,  and  the 
employers  issue  clean  protective  clothing  each  week.  Two  steri- 
lisers are  available  for  cleansing  tools  after  use,  one  situated 
in  the  main  slaughter-hall,  the  other  in  the  pig  slaughterhouse. 
Adequate  sanitary  accommodation  is  provided. 
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SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  (PREVENTION  OF  CRUELTY)  REGULATIONS  1938 . 

Voodside  Lairage.  There  are  21  slaughtering  bays,  and  fourteen 
stunning  pens  have  been  provided  and  fitted  into  those  bays  which 
are  used  for  the  slaughter  of  cattle.  In  addition  there  are  four 
casting-pens  installed  for  use  in  Jewish  ritual  slaughter.  There 
is  excellent  sodium  lighting  to  all  parts,  and  the  large,  airy 
lairages  are  probably  without  parallel.  At  any  one  time  it  is 
possible  to  accommodate  6,000  cattle,  5,200  sheep  and  2,000  pigs 
under  cover.  All  pens  are  equipped  with  water-troughs  to  each  of 
which  there  is  a permanent  water-supply.  There  is  an  abundance  of 
straw  and  hay  for  bedding  and  feeding  during  the  waiting  period. 

Tranmere  Abattoir.  The  main  slaughter-hall  is  equipped  with  three 
stunning  pens  for  cattle.  In  the  pig  slaughterhouse  an  electric 
stunning  instrument  is  installed  to  render  the  pigs  unconscious 
in  a humane  manner  before  slaughter.  The  cattle  pens  are  fitted 
with  overhead  mangers  and  a good  supply  of  straw  and  hay  is  stored 
for  bedding  and  feeding.  The  pens  are  provided  with  drinking 
troughs  to  which  there  is  a plentiful  supply  of  water.  During  the 
year  the  re-limewashing  of  walls  and  the  re-painting  of  external 
woodwork  was  completed, 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT  1938. 

The  stunning  and  slaughtering  of  animals  in  a slaughterhouse 
is  prohibited  except  under  licence  granted  by  the  Local  Authority. 
As  at  31st  December  1964  there  were  39  s laughtermen * s licences  in 
force. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT  1951 . 

This  Act  regulates  the  sale  of  pet  animals  and  makes  it  an 
offence  to  keep  a pet  shop  except  under  the  authority  of  a licence 
granted  by  the  Local  Authority.  These  shops  are  visited  regularly 
to  ensure  compliance  with  the  conditions  of  the  licence.  During 
the  year  50  visits  were  made  and  11  licences  issued. 

BIRKENHEAD  CORPORATION  ACT  1954. 

Section  98  of  the  above  Act  regulates  the  sale  of  animal 
feeding  meat  and  provides  for  the  registration  of  approved  premises 
There  were  16  such  registered  premises  in  the  Borough  as  at 
31st  December  1964  and  60  visits  were  paid  to  them  during  the  year. 

MEAT  (STAINING  AND  STERILISATION)  REGULATIONS  I960 . 

During  the  year  60  visits  were  paid  to  premises  registered  for 
the  sale  of  animals  feeding  meat  under  the  provisions  of  the  above 
Regulations.  Approximately  6 tons  of  inedible  liver  were  released 
from  Cold  Store  to  be  taken  directly  to  heat-treatment  plant  out- 
side the  town  for  sterilisation. 
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MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT  1926. 


Orders  made  under  the  above  Act,  as  applied  to  certain  classes 
of  chilled,  frozen,  boneless  and  salted  meats  and  edible  offals, 
provide  that  such  foodstuffs  shall  bear  an  indication  of  origin,  a 
further  object  of  the  Orders  being  to  ensure  that  such  foodstuffs 
shall  be  easily  identified  when  exposed  for  sale.  During  the 
year  160  visits  were  paid  to  butchers  shops  and  stalls  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Orders  and  explanatory  leaflets  were  distributed. 
Generally  a good  standard  is  being  maintained  and  minor 
infringements  were  dealt  with  by  a verbal  caution. 

RIDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT  1939. 


This  Act  provides  for  the  inspection  of  Riding  Establishments 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  any  offence  under  the  Act 
is  being  or  has  been  committed.  There  are  three  riding  schools  in 
the  Borough,  and  all  horses  and  ponies,  on  veterinary  inspection 
whilst  at  exercise  or  in  paddocks  or  stalls,  were  found  to  he  in 
good  condition. 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT  1963. 


This  Act  provides  for  a system  of  licensing  of  premises  at 
which  a business  of  accommodating  cats  and  dogs  is  carried  on. 
During  the  year  five  applications  for  licence  were  received.  The 
premises  were  visited  and  inspected,  and  advice  rendered  where 
necessary.  In  three  cases  the  licences  were  granted,  one  appli- 
cation  was  withdrawn,  and  one  was  deferred, 

THE  PROTECTION  OF  ANIMALS ' (ANAESTHETICS ) ACT  1964 , 

The  main  effect  of  this  new  Act  is  to  prohibit  certain  minor 
surgery  on  animals  without  the  use  of  anaesthetics.  All  livestock 
owners  in  the  Borough  were  visited  and  the  main  requirements  of 
the  Act  explained  to  them. 

EXPORT  OF  MEAT  PRODUCTS. 


During  the  year  licences  were  issued  to  gut-scraping  firms 
for  32  tierces  of  beef  casings,  23  tierces  of  hog  casings,  2 
tierces  of  sheep  casings,  and  287  drums  of  Oleo  for  shipment 
abroad,  following  visits  to  the  factories  and  inspection  of  the 
products , 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS 

In  addition  to  the  publication  of  the  Orders  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  the  supervision  of  cleansing 
and  disinfection  of  infected  premises,  and  the  issuing  of  licences 
for  the  movement  of  animals,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Local  Authority 
to  enforce  all  Orders  made  for  the  protection  of  animals  and 
poultry  from  unnecessary  suffering  during  transit. 
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The  principal  Acts  and  Orders  which  enable  the  Inspectorate 
to  exercise  its  powers  of  inspection  are  - 

Transit  of  Animals  Order  1927 
Importation  of  Dogs  and  Cats  Order  1928 
Fowl  Pest  Order  1936 
Anthrax  Order  1938 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  (Amendment)  Order  1938 
Varble  Fly  (Dressing  of  Cattle)  Order  1948 
Tuberculosis  (Slaughter  of  Reactors)  Order  1950 
Live  Poultry  (Restrictions)  Order  1957 
Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order  1957 
Regulation  of  Movement  of  Swine  Order  1959 
Movement  of  Animals  (Records)  Order  I960 
Fowl  Pest  (Amendment)  Order  .1963 
Swine  Fever  Order  1963 

Exported  Animals  Protection  Order  1964 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Seizure  of  Carcases)  Order  1964 

IMPORTATION  OF  DOGS  AND  CATS  ORDER  1928. 

Owing  to  a change  of  charter  and  crew  of  a steamship  at 
Birkenhead  Docks  it  became  necessary  for  the  ship^s  cat  to  be  put 
ashore.  There  being  no  person  prepared  to  stand  surety  for  the 
animal  in  quarantine,  it  was  accordingly  destroyed  painlessly  under 
supervision , 

Information  was  received  from  an  adjoining  Authority  of  the 
possibility  of  the  presence  of  unquarantined  dogs  having  been 
brought  into  the  Borough.  Investigations  were  made  and  no 
evidence  was  disclosed  to  support  this  information. 

FO^T.  PEST  ORDER  1936 . 

A suspected  case  of  Fowl  Pest  at  a premises  within  the  Borough 
was  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  appropriate  action 
was  taken.  Subsequently  four  other  outbreaks  occurred  at  other 
poultry-keeping  premises  within  the  immediate  vicinity.  The  five 
premises  completed  the  quarantine  period  without  further  casualties 
and,  after  adequate  disinfection  measures  had  been  taken,  all 
restrictions  were  withdrawn. 

ANTHRAX  ORDER  1938. 

The  national  incidence  of  Anthrax  indicates  that  this  disease 
' n the  increase,  there  having  been  a total  of  492  confirmed 
-t freaks  compared  with  a total  of  330  in  1963.  The  last  outbreak 
^ Anthirax  in  this  Borough  occurred  in  1949,  but  adequate  arrange- 
■ /iave  been  formulated  to  deal  with  any  emergency  that  may 

1 ' . All  livestock  owners  in  the  Borough  have  been  visited  in 
^ -n  With  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture's  request  to  Local 
. • r i t j f to  draw  attention  to  the  importance  of  reporting  any 
■ ‘ '.dden  or  unexplained  death  among  livestock. 
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giBLE  FLY  (DRESSING  OF  CATTLE)  ORDER  1948 . 

This  Order  was  revoked  during  the  year  and  visits  of  inspection 
) cattle  in  the  warble-maggot  season  are  no  longer  necessary.  The 
ffi  ial  view  now  is  that  the  use  of  systemic  insecticides  which 
in  kill  the  maggots  within  the  animal's  body  before  the  hide  is 
imaged,  offers  a simpler  method  of  control. 

IBERCULOSIS  (SLAUGHTER  OF  REACTORS)  ORDER  1930 , 

During  the  year  145  cattle  which  had  reacted  to  the  Tuberculin 
3st  were  slaughtered  at  Tranmere  Abattoir.  A report  of  the  post- 
jrtem  examination  was,  in  each  case,  sent  to  the  Divisional 
sterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

[VE  POULTRY  (RESTRICTIONS)  ORDER  1957 . 

The  national  incidence  of  Fowl  Pest  shows  some  small  improve- 
Bnt,  there  having  been  2,176  outbreaks  confirmed  in  1964  compared 
Lth  2,288  in  1963.  In  addition  to  the  five  cases  locally  there 
Bre  also  outbreaks  in  adjoining  counties  which  resulted  in  a 
Bries  of  Infected  Areas  Restrictions  Orders  during  the  first  six 
Dnths  of  the  year,  with  the  result  that  movements  of  poultry 
Bre  subject  to  the  granting  of  licences.  Licences  were  issued 
Dr  th,e  removal  of  poultry  for  slaughter  on  ships  in  dock  on  the 
Dcasion  of  a Mohammedan  festival,  for  the  consumption  of  Arab 
Bamen.  Visits  were  paid  to  poultry  farmers'  premises  for  the 
Dspection  of  pullets  received  into  the  Borough  on  Movement 
Lc  enc  es . 

ISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (¥ASTE  FOODS)  ORDER  1957. 

This  Order  prohibits  the  feeding  of  unboiled  waste  food  to 
srtain  animals  or  to  poultry,  and  also  provides,  inter  alia,  that 
ich  waste  food  must  be  boiled  for  at  least  one  hour  in  boiler 
Lant  licensed  by  the  Local  Authority.  During  the  year,  one 
pplication  for  licence  under  this  Order  was  received  and  approved, 
tiere  are  at  present  ten  such  licences  in  force.  Fifty  visits  of 
aspection  and  supervision  were  paid  to  farms  and  piggeries  within 
he  Borough  under  the  provisions  of  this  Order. 

EOULATION  OF  MOVEMENT  OF  SVINE  ORDER  1959. 


During  the  year  617  store  pigs  were  brought  into  the  Borough 
nder  Movement  Licence.  During  the  period  of  28  days  detention 
isits  were  made  to  farms  and  piggeries  and  the  pigs  inspected, 
ixty  visits  of  inspection  and  supervision  were  made  to  such 
remises  within  the  Borough  under  the  provisions  of  this  Order. 

0\"EMEXT  OF  ANIMALS  (RECORDS)  ORDER  I960. 

There  are  thirteen  cow-keepers  and  twenty-five  pig-keepers 
ithin  the  Borough,  and  during  the  year  70  visits  were  paid  to 
arms  and  piggeries  for  the  purpose  of  inspection  of  the  records 
f movements  of  livestock. 
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SVINE  FEVER  ORDER  1963 


The  national  incidence  of  Svine  Fever  discloses  an  improvement 
in  the  sphere  of  animal  health,  there  having  been  only  402  confirmed 
outbreaks  compared  with  a total  of  1,243  in  1963.  There  were  no 
cases  or  suspected  cases  of  Swine  Fever  within  the  Borough  during 
the  year.  However,  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  outbreaks 
in  neighbouring  counties  caused  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  to 
place  a Restriction  of  Movement  Order  on  an  area,  including  the 
Borough,  and  to  declare  it  an  infected  area.  During  the  period  of 
this  Order  all  movement  of  swine  within  the  area  was  restricted  and 
under  licence. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (SEIZURE  OF  CARCASES)  ORDER  1964 

This  new  Order  empowers  inspectors  of  Local  Authorities,  in 
addition  to  inspectors  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  to  seize  and 
dispose  of  the  carcases,  fodder,  litter,  or  fertilisers,  and,  in 
the  case  of  poultry,  the  eggs,  of  specified  animals  and  poultry 
which,  in  the  inspector *s  opinion,  involve  a risk  of  the  spreading 
of  foot-and-mouth  disease,  swine  fever,  or  fowl  pest. 


